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2rting higsall to the ntmost, Humphrey Cleeve fought his way to the man's sids, and fonsl:t";riti;‘ia—i’m,
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AN EXAMPLE OF THE LATE R. J, MACDONALD'S EARLY WORK TAKEN
FROM #d MARVEL, No. 402, July 20th, 1901,
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From the Editors Char

IEATH OF R.J. MACDONALD: A letter from Frank Richarde conveys the
sad news of the passing of R.J. Macdonald, It occurred at
lymington, Eants., early in the New Year, He had been ill for
some time,

R,J. Macdonald first appeared in what was then known as the
Harmsworth papers about 1900, An example from the 3d. Marvel
appears on the cover., In that paper he illustrated many of the
early Jack, Sam and Pete stories. From then cphe was busily em=
ployed on what we will call the Amalgamated Press papers, juvenile
and adult, right up to the time when they folded up following the
outbresk of the Second World War, There was just the exception
when he was serving in the Royal Naval Air Service during the 1914-
1918 conflict.

To our readers, however, he will ever be Temembered as the
illustrator of the St. Jim's stories in the 'Cem', Just as C.H.
Chapman will always be identified with Bunter, se will R.J,
Macdonald with D'Arcy of St, Jim's,

The first Gem story he illustrated was No. 91, November 1909,
"Pom Merry & Co. Abroad",

When the Bunter Books were started, he was chosen to do the
dust jacket and the inside pictures and continued to do so right
up to the time of his death,

And so he joins Leonard Shields, A,H, Clarke, J.NL Pentelow,
H.A, Hinton and Warwick Reynolds, five of the little band associ-
ated with the never-to-be-forgotten lMagnet and Gem., May those that
are left remain with us yet for many a day to come.
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THE ANNUAL: Gratifying reports, some from overseas, continue to
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held on January 16th, The final arrangements were made, and we
feel sure the event will be as big & success as on previous ocoa—
sions.

Followed Frank Case's "Pail" quiz: a simple game based on
name endings, which appeared to afford good entertainment to the
contestants, The joint winners were Mr. Laffey and Mr. Coldwell,"
none of the other entrants being far behind, The meeting closed
at 10 p.m, after a very pleasent and enjoyable evening.

FRAWNK CASE,
Hon. Secretary.

FOR SALE (ALSO WANTED) GEMS, MAGNEIS, LEES, S.0.L., BOYS FRIEND
LIE5, F, BOTTOMLET, 48 DOWNHILLS PARK ROAD, LONDOH, Blfe ...

WANTED: STORTES BY JACK NORTH, RICHARD RANDOLPE, RANDOLPH RYLE,
PARTICULARLY SCEOOL, CRICKED AND FOOTBALL YARNS.  EROSTER, PRIM-
EOSE COTTAGE, EINVER, STOURBRIDGE, o

WANTED: SEXTON BLAKE LIBRLRY (FIRST and SECOND SERIES OFLY). YOUR
PRICE PAID FOR GOOD COPIES. SERIAL NUMBERS AND SERIES T0:~ JOSEPHINE
PACKULY, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULWICE, IONDOW, S.5.22.

{{ANTED — CHUMS BOUND VOLUMES (OR MONTHLY NUMBERS) Nov. 1920 — Cot.
1921, Nov, 1922 — Oct. 1923, Nov. 1919 - Oct. 1920, Nov. 1924 -
Oct. 1925. H.G. MATTHEWS, ALDERNEY, CHANNEL ISLES.

CAPTATN JUSPICE & CO. by John Geal

What magic the name recalls to all old readers of the Mcdern
Boy — Captain Justice & Co,!" = Typical of boyhood hercasof fiction
and the stories about him end his happy band of followers called out
to the spirit of adventure that lurks in every boy.

Of moderate height, slim built, dressed immaculately in white
ducks, cap at o rakish angle and often a cigar stuck jauntily in %he
comer of his mouth. Bssentially o man of action, quick witted end
as shrewd as they make them, He first made his appearance in the
Modern Boy in 1930 and in the firet thrilling series he set out,
with his right hand man genisal Dr. O'Mally, A heavily built Irish-—
man, to avenge his father who was ruined by crocked international
finanoiers, 1In need of a Wireless Operator to aid his plans, he
held up an ocean liner and kidnapped Len Comner and with him a fiery
headed youngstor "Midge", who was a stowaway aboard the same ship.
Through this act, Capt. Justice became an Outlaw. Len and Midge,
on being told the Captain's story, decided to throw in their lot
with him and so the scene is set., Needless to say the serics eonds
with vengeance complete.

Such o good response to this first series was received, that
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the editor soon commissioned further adventures. Using a little
known islend in the South Atlantic as headquarters, Capt. Justice
and Co. became Soldiers of Fortune, righting wrongs the world over,
Soon they were joined by Prof. Flaznagel, a brilliant inventor,
years before his time, who, scorned by the oontemporary scientists,
determined to show the world that his ideas were sound,

Financed by Capt. Justice's huge fortune, (for gold was found
in quantity on Justice Island) the first thing éhut emerged from the
Profs, fertile brain was a remarkable airship, (at this time 1931-2
airghips were big news with the R100 and R101 alweys to the fora).
This craft with a top speed of over 300 miles an hour was made a
speoial metal invented by the Professor called Tranzetonite, which
under the action of Flaznagel's "Q Ray" became almost traneparent —
the ideal media for a quiet approach or on being hunted by foes,
This invention encbled the Co, to journey world wide in style and
made stories much more credible,

As time wont on the yarns became more and more in domand, so
the frequency of serials increased until towards the end of the
lModern Boy they were appearing weekly. Over the course of the years
the Captain became "respectable", At firet an outlaw, he cleared
his name and became a Gentleman Adventurer, being called in, time
and time again by the British Government to save the country as well
as helping sundry small states throughout the world to repel the
foreces of evil,

As you can imagine, all this left Captain Justice and Co. very
little spare time, but even so they managed a couple of space trips
to distant planets. When they weren't putting down a revolt in
India, or putting pay to a mad African with a scheme for conquering
the world with specially bred and trained giant ants, thoywro ox—
ploring undorseas worlds or generally on tour looking for trouble.

To tell of the scope of the Profs. inventions and to give de—
tails of their adventures would fill the "C,D,", but the stories,
besides appearing in the "M,B," were also running in the 4d, Boys
Friend Lib, There are 20 or more Nos. in whieh the Modern Boy
stories are retold.

I hope I have given some small insight to these grand chara—
cters from the pen of Murray Roberts, who alas passed away at the
height of the popularity of these, his best loved creations.

But to all lovers of the Modern Boy and the Boys Friend Lib,
the Captain lives on and here I would proposc & toast —

"To a very gallant gentleman and his loyal band, To
Captain Justice and Company",
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