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BILL MARTIN

of 93, Hillside, London N.W,10
offers the following for Sale, Also, to all this
Xmas - CHEREY wishes - and MERRY days.. - o

Gem 197 The Ghost of St.Jims; Gem 302 The Mystery
of the Painted Room; Gem 407 The Station Holiday;
3d Gem 42 Figgins Fig Pudding; #d Gem 37 Tom Merrys
Christmas; Gem 93 The Terrible 3's Xmas Party; Mag-
net 253 Drummed out of Greyfriars; Magnet 200 Win-
sates Folly; Magnet 357 The Beturn of the Prodigal;
Plucks Vol.5. 626-651, 26 copies one Xmas Double
Number, mostly school stories some written by Chas.
Hamilton featuring St.Jims. Plucks Vol.10, 276-300,
School Stories by Jack North featuring Haygarth,
Complete stories. Two Bound Vols, of the Gem 1221
1245, 1246-1271, Also a goodly supply of Magnets |
and Gems from 1916-1940. Four Bound Vols.Collectors
Digest 1-48, also loose copies. Four Bound Vols.
Oollectors Digest Annual, also loose copies. Two
Bound Vols. Story Paper Collector 1-43. One Bound
Vol.Collectors Miscellany 1-20, also loose copies.
22 Vola.1920-41 Greyfriars Holiday Annuals, also
odd Vols. 25 copies complete Set earlier Reprints
Nelson Iee 1933, 1-25. 3rd Series, also 200 copies
01d Series 4-550. 150 copies Sexton Blake Iibrar-
ies, lst Series; 50 copies 2nd Series; 200 copies
3rd Series. 20 copies Boys Friend Iibraries 1lst
Series, 200 copies 2nd Series. First 66 consecut-
ive copies Aldine Publications, Dick Turpin 1902
Iibraries, less 56, 62, 64, Mint condition, hand-
somely illustrated. 34 Pluck 212 Xmas double Num-
ber, The Stolen Dispatches featuring Nelson Iee
17/12/1898, Marvel Vol.ll, Ko.48 The Accusing Shad-
ow, featuring Sexton Blake, Both complete stories,
2,10.94, ang very rare copies, Flucks 421-510 con-
secutive, featuring William Spearing, famous Scot-
1and Yard Detective. Plucks also Xmas Double Nos.
64 pages, 107, 159, 211, 262, 315, Sports Librar-
jes 292-297. Dreadnoughts 13@-159 both numbera in-
clusive, the only 24 copies in this. Publication
that featured Greyfriars Sehool - mint condition.
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plantod tho socds of the offoetion for tho 3oka Stroot
non vhich tes £ blosson ~hen I rozched ianhoods

T rocall onc day being tokan afloot by ny fothor,
on tho vossol of vhich he wms lipstora Leaving ot 6 in tho
norning, I had diffieulty in finding o paper shop open to
provido ne with soncthing to road on the "bridgo". At
1agt T foun! onoe Dut the ncusagent hod few periodicols
for salos ond no Infmets or Geuse So I purchased o
Sexton Blake Libroxy — wdthout nuch enthusicsue It wms
Lo liystory of tho Turkish Agrocont™. I rovolled in
jte I still think it onc of tho finest Bloke storics covor
publisiods Theclovor plet thrilled ue to my 13 yoar old
NArTOTe ind so I mot Gronite Grant and Ladomoisclle
Julic for the first tine« It s years later beforo I
found thot the author ms Pierre Quiroule, the '"Rolling
Stone's

But oftor that I nover nissocd a Gront fdory, and I
heve a conplcto sot of thon to-day, nmeny of tha obteined
through tho kindness of nunbora of the Soxton Bloke circlo.

But cvon so, I comot call nysdf o real Bloko fan,
insonuch ns I Imv o nover beom g rogular roador of Blakc's
adveonturcse I call.mysclf a erazy reader, for I had
Merazea" in roal ing Blakes  And thoso erazes I havo always
‘had at rogulor intervels, vhich perheps sounds rothar Solf=
contradictorys Hotry Tot1 ilerry and Inrry Vhoarton I con
read o1l the tirice I ncvor grov tirod of thate 3ut wdth
Blokce T rould rocd him solidly for porheps a nonth,
gtory aftor £ orye Thon I would necgleet hin for o tine,
only to havo mnothar erazo loter ona

Then the Union Jack appoarod first wvith its vari-
colourod covery I beught tho firs eme = "Tho Caso of tho
Borus Judge", o Lestrol storys I thought it a grond yormy
ond =till doe I -ront on vith-"Tho Dog Dotcetive” and nado
ny first acqueointonec of the Confolerntiom, rnd vms
foscinatodse Tho wouldn't boe  For imny nenths I hol tho
Union J~ek ropulorly, ldlichting in tho voricty of storics
4111 ry fiekle soul grew tirod, ond I lcft Soxton Bloke
~lone for amther long paricd.

sSuch 'ms ny sxdmwikyx cursory treationt of tho world's
ectest dotoctivos
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Locking bock over it 211, Jown the vistn o o
T know thot the Piorro Qu:‘:oulc’,- storios \_‘{1‘:;5 ;fﬂth?ij::trd
.dith noe I rond thoo to~day, ond onjoy thaa just os m:c.h
g vhon they voro first publisgicds I loved the Kostral
1-los toos Lvon such toles os "Lody of Rowvensod_ o" and
wTho iystory of Xo4", theatrieal cos they cro by nodorn
stondnrds, hovo o char of thoir owm vhich the nodorn
writors novor sucecod in oopturinge

Ono sory vhich alvnys rounins in iy ciory as an
ospeeinlly cloverly vritton yarn was a Soxton Dloke Lib:
gtory - eclled "Tho Grot Dinrpnd Bluff". Sorio yoars ofbor
the story antitlol as obove ims pudlishod, I sav o filn
of the sune titloe Tho plot ns similar, but it Jid not
introlduec Blrkoe I have ofton wonderod thother tho
seript vritor of the filu wight hove boon the saue Lan
vho roto tho story.

T rcnatber buydng, roading, znd cnjoying the
faioug "Trm" sorics in the Union Jock, sluply and sololy
boecuse I wms clieys interostol in Tromse I olinys
bought tho Xuns nubors, tos,

T likod Tinkor os o yowth in his tcuise I likal
Mirbe €21l Bicke by the honely nomue of "CGuv'ner',
theugh thoy droppod it fer o tince I likol irses Burddll,

1y fawurite story in the UuJe onl S.B.Le ms
wndoubtedly "The liystory Dox" by Piorre Quiroul ce.
Curicusly onouch It ims omo of his fow tclos in vhich
10 cetion cid net move cub of Encland.

BLAKLuL, in 1952

There is overy rorson to supposc thet 1952 vill bo
o sonentous one in tho eorcer of fietions  roctost private
Jitoetives The nemly fernod Blnke Cirele vdll st
likcly stindote crenter irtorcst in tho :in fron Dakor
and with the adled co=operation vhich is cxpectod
is vonturc iuch rescarch 141l be unlertckon. Ve
= to try and Loke this goetion of tho C.D. of ovon
rostor imtercst then hitherto ond it is honod thet &1l
those interestoed vill holp in this rospocte Quite o lot

1

of imterosting foets shotld eone to licht ore lonis




