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FLOM THE IDITOR'S CH1IR

The Prssing of John Medersft: Just rs we were geing to Preds
1lest month I received o lotter from Joe Perks, of the Colleed
tors! iMiscellsny, which z7ve me 2 dreadful shock, for it told
of the death of ¢ grecet friend. The poignency of the news
wra edded tc becruse iirs. ledereft hes been seriously i1l for
= long time. I om sure ell memb.rs of our circle will deeplly
sympethise with her in her grest loss.

To sey that John lMedersft will b= missed .ould be &n
understeteunent. Hundreds of collectors st home =nd c£11 over
the world h've cherished items in their collections for which|
they hove to thenk him. It w28 not £lweys just » metter of
business, but Plso r sinecre desire to help. There vere
lsome who thought he was ¢ little brusque et times. I thought
lso myself once, then I reelly got to know him, #nd I found
the real men. He certesinly hsd very decided views on scme !
lsubj.cts, but he expressed thum frirly snd honestly, if ""l‘th,!
sometimes ¢ 1ittlc irony. |
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i hrroines woro -1l of o nuchncss, froil, timid, helplosa
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aracooagy quito good inconas; only ot rorc
y r ~Titors got o lock ine Thon we hod o
taste of “liot chor honds could do for Blnke, und, as a
chonge fron tho Graydon=Darren technique, " ernjoyod (nmoro
or lessi) the latost efforts of such cuthors ag Honry St.
John, Jinxwoll Scott, Arthur S, llurdy, Ceeil ilnyter, Sidncy
Drowy biork Osbarne and savoral othorse Sonme of tlr storicsg
written cbout this tino wore, franXly, poor stuff, <writh
jurray CGraydon rosponsidblo for a long string o7 than, A4
good author -t his bost, 'Tl.% iale tho going vory heavy
for his readors when in indifferont nooda His trouvblo wms
that he, as with Danrran slso = thouvgh to a lozacr oxtont,
attaiptod too much. Tou ermiot do good work in o huwry,
and it vas protiy obviocus ot tines that Craydon hed rushod
Lies story through in corder to ot on =ith othor worlk,
reaulting in an atnesplicro of staloness, ihich, celinging to
a goed deal of his work, tondod to doeroasc tho rondors
interest in tho plot. Sevorcl cuthors have beca accusced of
proscnting Scxton Dliko os seno sort of swcr-non, both
pentally and physienlly; but ne sueh criticign could bo
levallod npninsgt e Lurray Graydons Radter the reverso
in fi¢t, for in his heanda 3lpke 1ms a vory ordincry
individual, and, in tho physic:l senso, tarny tincs herdly o
pateh for the ercok charneters of tho nuthors concoptiona -
Another foult of liwrrsy traydon's wms thot he ‘tonded to
overstross the sentinertel situntiona in his story = they l
wore siblly andiuch too prolonged in ®uic cnses, vhilst his b
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cronturas, ~nd for this ronson, whiclly afsint- cesting tyn oo

Chrpter SIX will omporr in Jonunry,

"OONITS3I0NS OF A CRILE LOVER®
o Tovorio on Soxton llnko

is the titlc of o fortheoming rrticle by IMIC F.YT.
Alco on tho 1oys= "Tho Di ing Yronesrn

»oaew short aridielo by Bonjradin “hitcra
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I Mod hoped to ho able to givs you norc &finite
inferivtion re the forming of the Soxton 2loke eircle (or
confodor ton = og you =41l) this menth but pl".n., are
not yot quite ready eond -dth all tho vork geing on in
othar directions I an doubtful if wc ecca roclly mot going
on this schane until tho Hew Yoare lovrover, o #v lotters
of imtorcst hove cone aleng wdith quits a fow suggestions
-1iigh -4ll hove to bo considored defore e can sond out
e full schomo for “our approvel, so I hopco you vwill be
potiont for o litilo -hilos Aftcar =21l, +xc hopco this
Blako eirelo te be sonwthing of o econercte ond losting
n-turo and coch idoa anl sugrosticon will havo 1o bo 'e Ty

srofully considorode Enough to add at tiv wouont tho
I L othit our fird nouting i1l bo chout Enstor of
1952 Jl bodng volle

aotliar nev friond arrived in tho cirele last rnionth
ondy to ny Cclight, lives in a noighbo J.ring tomn to
Jordiff. For tho first tine I haove lnd the groot thrill
of nocting = kcuwl Blako adniror within o fowr vieks of
first contict. :Te Co Dovios of 54, ~tonn Rocd,
iarbleos, Swenseca is tho naie. Tolcoric i.pe Dovics ond
ney you long combinuo to be vih us in tho wnjoyuunt of
cur ovn cspeeinl sleuth. .re Dviis is hoping to foru a
colleeticn of S.3.Ls fror ths 2nd sorios, so if any of
you have any ¢unliertos for sidle wdill you plaise contret
hine

I hop- anyono imtercotod will t:-ko the ovortunity
of ebisining onz of tho Bleko roeords cmotnewl on
azother Dagos Whis i3 o rore itnend I doudbt if o
21211 have the onrortunity to got thon agnine Sut
plesso note thot the ond of Docember will W tho findd
dot o of rucoiving ordorse *

Ch:crio for nove
"J‘imiaf—c;f ?‘mbL
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WD OTOLCALS YO R OSUGESSTIVINS WOR LD Ai: JTTO0 OF
T STCT BLUCD CIRCL »




