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Twopenoce 4: 9
Loaving him sitting in the passage,
e rather dishevelled and breathless
condition, the Fistical Four returned
into their study and closed the door.
on they grinned at oho another,
while the voice of Texds Lick was

12/1/24

Christmas 1" he said. = Well, T told
you at the time that“you were a
thumping ass, Jimmy; you cap't
deny it.”
:‘1Uh, rats !V said Jummy,
lexas ' Lick was not seen again |

THE BOYS’ FRIEND

a favour il you'd chunge out into
somo othor study this torm.”
“1 guess this study suits me.” I
“You don't suit us!" said Lovoll.
“That cuts no-ico with me.” said
Texas Lick coolly. “But what's the

afig—

“T,00k here, Lovell—" |
“"ass tho jam, Raby,” said Lovell, | in
1 spoke to you!” lhoote: Lick. |
Lovell seemed deaf,

[ say, Raby, old chap——"
“About the mateh wilh- the

incapable of understanding that thore
wos anything wrong in his conduel,
“SKkinning " a sharper whe had set
out to “skin” him scomed to Lick

ai exploit of which lie was ontitled to l
boast, Mo did not take the YVistical

N
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before the Fistical Four arrived at
I"or some time
alter that they were too busy to
There were

Rookwood School.

think about him at all.

matter with you galoots?!  What's
biting you!”

“You know jolly well I" gaid Rahy
angrily. *“ Peelo's study would suit

Four's pttitude seriously at first.
Nut eftor & day or two he becamo
rostivo,

Talking was, to Texas Lick, ono

Moderns on Saturday, Jimgpmy ™
sald Raby,

? Lnul;‘l‘iﬂm I oin't standing ‘this!”
hawled 'Texas Lick.  “Why, you

heard outside.

P“Uw, oW, ow, wow !
‘Lrlm mugwunps, Wow !"
‘- L

Yhe door reopened and Tezas Liok

You jays!

plenty of things to attend to on the | you—you can play cards there, and | of the prime necossitios of life. As fellows ave meking - 1 :

lirst dey of term, Among other | the lot of you can welsh one another | cating was to Tubby Muflin, o was | wore in & 1lnnf-aml-5u::;: n[:;lIu:: Ilr'u} El?'riﬂél? hyor - "
things was a meeoting with Carthew | as much as f"?'“ like. It's not good | ‘‘chip;wag " to the loquacions youth y fed-up with it, T can tell you !” ronred o YU F B b e
of the Sixth. At Roeokwood, Mark | enough for this study.” {rom tha \Wost, Certainly, Lick pre- “Kick-off at two-thirty, Raby,” caid The: Fistical I * !
Carthew was once more a pawerlyl | O, that's it, is it?" said Lick, | furred to do mest of the falking him- | Jimmy Silver, ignoring Lick. I again. - Lick \vas m‘,’;;’;‘"l‘;t:"ﬁ’ﬁ: dni:!)

personage, itnvested with the

of the ashplant, and he prnmmj:::l to
make . the. Fistieal Four realiso it.
They were putting things to rights

in the end study when Carthew of

tho Sixth looked in, with his cane
under his arm and an extremely un-
pleasant expression on his face.

waor

“You Kkinder object to thoe way 1
skinned that fresh galoot in the train,
Jimmy?"

L Yea.'

“I rockon you're g juy. TI'vo
played poker over since I was bi
enough to sit up and hold the cards.

“Woell, we don't play poker in this
study,” said Lm‘ul[’. “*That sort of

solf, He scldam listoned to what was
said to himd,  The pnuses in his con-
vorsalion wore chielly for the purposo
of taking breath, “But even Lick
could not fipd a lesting pleasure in
talking to fellows whe nover aponal
theie lips in reply, and whose faces
romained as vxpressionless as wooden
IAKOS,

fﬂnlr.?' wo shall beat the Modorns all
righ R

Texos Lick sat. and glared at the
Iistical ¥our, 'T'hoy continued thoir
conversation on the subject of the
Modoern [ootbal} mateh, and the inter,
rupting voico of Toxas Lick passed
them by like the idle wind which

way and bumped in silence—stlence
on the part of Jimuny Silver & Co..
though by 1o means on the past of
Texps Lick. 'I'he voice 6f Lick coull
bo hr:nrd m every study in the Classi-
cal Fourth, Fellows loaked out of
their study doorways and chuckled.
With closed lips the Yistical Four

“Oh! So you're back, what?” | study, " saic s | . they regarded not, boro Texas Lick along tl sag
reoted Carthow. *1 think I remem- 'l“"f 15 & bit too lishy for us, Peelo |  Qutsido the study Lick's socioty was loxas Lick rose (rom Lhe table al | bumping him at nvur:rg[m:ﬂpﬂ?::s tﬁi
¢ coming across vou Kkids in the [ WOU d lot you l}ltﬂ' his study il you | not sought aftor, Ho was rogarded | last, they reached the stalrcase He was
vacation, and you cheeked mo." asked ”lnm. You've pgot lots of | as a bore. ITis ane topic—tho im- “You ain't freezing moe out of this muﬁiy bumped down on the landing
“Well, we're at Rookwood mnow, | 1WOLEY, honso  supertority of the United | study,” he declared. ~ “I'm hanging | and el thero, and the juniors welked

Carthow,” sald Jimmy Silver mildly.
“Let it rest.” -

“Quite so, we're at Rookwood
now, "’ agreed the bully of the Sixth,
“Of course, 1I'm not going to take any

notice of gnything that happened Ip
the hale. But wou kids have been

ragging with the Moadern [fellows
alreadv, since you got back, and we

“I guess 1 ain't asking him."

"1 you stay in this study you'll be
sent to Coveniry!" bawled Lovells

“'hat means that you won't talk
to me, what "

“Yes, 1t does,’

Wy

States to tho mouldy old island in
which ho pow sojournecd—iwas nol
particularly interesting to inhabitanis
of the mouldy old island. Nabody

waus anxious for the benefits of Lick's
culightening eonversation.

. And so

I

I“Hf w

on! Got that!"”

The ond study might indeod have
boen a deaf-and-dumb asylum for ol
tho acknowledgment Lick's remark
recoived, He stamped angrily out of
the study, and slammed the door with

beck to their study.

This timo Lick did not return, and
the end study saw no more of him till
bed-time, In the Fourth Form dormi-
tory he gave them a glare which they
did not scom to seo.

The “cutting * 6f Toxas Lick'was a
standing joke in the Classical Fourth
by this time. Dut the hapless Lick
found it no joke. He stood it for one

can't have fags kicking up a shindy .
on the frst day of term. DBend = day more, and then, altor a silent tea
over " in the end study, he opened negotia-
Carthew swished hig cane. tii::ll'ﬂa it wore.
" The ! Fistical Four drew togelher You ~galoots have - got me
; properly,’”” he wmaid, almost  plain-

and eved Cearthew warily. They did
not intend to “ bend over ™ and take
a licking from the Sixth Form bully,
Nut it cortainly was the case that
they had been “ragging ” with the
Moderns, and that Carthew was a
prefect and entitled to take officlal
note of such lawless Prﬁccm]mgﬁ.

“You hear me!" rapped out
Carthow.

Toxas Lick strolled into the end
study as he was speaking. Carlhew
gave him a black look. He had not
forgotten his unfortunate encounter
with the sharp Ameorican at billiards.

“You gettin® on the war- 1'mkh
ick.

tively. “I guess I''m ready to call it
off. if vou are.”

lJﬁur silence,

“What do you want?” demanded
Lick desmrnlcl{. “Look hyer, you
don't want to keep up this game.
Can’t you answor a guloot?”

Apparently the [Kistical Four
couldn’t. ‘At all events, they didn't.
The *“galoot ” remained unanswered.

Toxas Lick breathed hard.

“I'll do anything you gol-darned-
well like, if you'll call off this game,”
he =aid. L

Jimmy Silver looked at his chume.
Then ho took a stuinp of chalk fron

Iready, old map?” grinned : ,
- [rﬂlf h;::l(:l, J’“:n get H;:;UEDI this the table-drawer. Still withou!
study !V’ ipenkiflf. he chalked on the glass:
“Will you promise "

“Whint 1" roared Carthew, gripping
his cane.

“Don’t I speak plain? A
late—=vamoose the ranch—git!’

“Why. 1I-1-1'll—"" gasped Car-
thew, ,

“You git!” said Lick, "1 don't
went 10 have to complain to my
Form master about a billiards.sharper
bulling’ into a respectable study,”

“Wha-a-at?” |

“But if you don't vamocse, you
know whut to expect.”

Carthew eyed the Texan, and Lick
eyved Carthew. The bully of the
Sixth lowered his cane and gritled
his teeth. e understood that Lick,
as 8 motter of fact, held ithe whip-
hand. That incident of the holidays
required to be buried in oblivion.

uatu-

ot that moment.

The' bully of the Sixth was
evidently yoarning {o jump at Texas
Lick, end lasy the cane sbout him
vight and left. But he did not
venture to do so,

With,a black brow lie strode out of
the study. 'T'he mext moment there
wes 8 wild yell in the qnuagu. Car-
thew had come vpon Tubby Muftin
there. l'ubby hed givep no offence,
but he: was within reach, and that
was enqugh for Carthew, The Bixth
Form bully strode away to the stairs, .
leaving the hnrlﬂu Mullin wriggling
fromn a helty lash of the cane, und:
splutterjing with surprise and indig.
untion,

T'exas Lick gave a chuckle,

“1 guess I made (hat balldozer
climb down,” he remarked. " Why,
he wouldn't dare to let the Head

sunpsn :

" “Then I guess 1'll [reeze on to
this study,” said Lick cordiallv. *“1f
you won't talk while I'm here, 1

Sent to Coventry.
Jimpny Silver & Co. were - in
oarneet.

In the opinion of the Fistical Four,
Texas Lick had passed the limit, and
they wore done with him.

They had been very pationt with
the youth from tho wild and woolly
West=—~oven Arthur Ydward Lm'ﬂh
hod been patient, Jimmy had even
taken him home for Christimas, in the
kindness of his heart, They had
stood hie incessant “chin-wag "—thoy
had tolerated lius derogatory descrip-
tions ol everythibg snd everybody in
the Old Country, T'hoy had made
overy allowance for his “wild and
woolly ' ways, DBut thero was o
limit, and it hiad been reached. ‘I'ho
incident of Caovtain Punter and the
game of poker was the finishing

touech,

Toxas Lick made a pudden rush at Jimmy Sliver.
Lovell, Raby, and Newcome, Four palrs of hands were lald on Texas Lick and he was swept
from the floor, struggling and yelling, and bumpad on the etudy carpet—hard |}

the sentence of “Coventry ” in his

own study began to boar heavily upon

him.

“ Logk here, Jimmy Silver—"
Jimmy Silver poured out his tea
tedately, as If unconscious of Liok's
prosence in the study, Lick glared
at him, and then glared at Arthur
Jidward Lovell, Lovell stared ut his
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Jimmy

MUST BE WON |

Jumped to hia feet; so did

a slem that rang the wholo length of
the fourth Form passage.
Then the Yistical I'our broke into a

next day he roturned to tho chargo.

Ho came into the end study for prep,
having had tea in Hall, where the
silonce was not so oppressive.

During prep Lick made incessant
observationg, not one of which was
answored, or eppurontly heard.
Woaden facos met his gaey, whenever
he logked at any member of the Co,
Ho grow more apd more restivo.

"ioulc hyor, this joke has gone far
enough,” he said at last, *“IU"s time
to chuek [6.”

No roply. 3

“Jinnay Silver |” bawled Liok.

Jimmy did not spealk,

“T'Il jolly well punch your head if
yvou don't answer me!” roared Lick,
in great eseltement.

IE faint grin glided over Jimmy’s
fage, but nﬂlurwlzu he appeared to be

stone doaf.
Toxus Lick

I!I

“I'll promise anything vou like
said Toxas Lick, iu desperation.
“Give it a pame.” :

The Fistical Four grinned. Jimmy
Silver }rrmﬂuded to chalk the condi-
tions of ncace on the [;,'lns,&. x>

“Nover touch a card agsin 50 long
as you stay at Rookwood.”

There was & pause.

“1s that all?” asked Lick at last.

Jimmy Silver chalked agein.

“Own up that you'rn.a disgrace to
tho study.’ ‘

“Nope [" roared Lick, -

Jimmwy took a duster and rubbed
the chalk from the glass. He
resumed his seat in a dead silenge,

‘“ Look hyer——"' sald Lick. .

Tho Fistical Four did -not *look
there.”” Tho sentence of Coventry

“That all?” said Lick persuas-
ively. oA
Jimmy Silver shook his head with-
out speaking.
Thore was an inward struggle in
Toxas Liock. DBut he roalised that he
could stand *“Coventry " no louger;
ho had to talk or burst.
“I—=I—I guess I own up,’
tered, L T
The Fistical Four walted silently,
Hll‘llut__thut_____" » | -~1r nn ..I
Pause. hPEA D~ .
“That—that—that 1I'm a disgrace to
the study I gas Toxus Lick.
The Kistical Four chuckled,
“All serene,” eaid Jimmy Silver,
“Oh, you can talk row, can you "
growled Toxas Lick, *I .ﬁuﬂﬂ I've
¢ jolly good mind to wade in and
mop up the lot of you, Of all
the gol-durned galoots thab I've over

“You catoly on?” ssked Lick cheer. | guess this study will be a bLit more “1 zuecss you galoots are trving to | chuckle. | S
fully. “I guess you ain't bulldozing /| comfortable than it was last term.” freu:.ug e buut Bﬂf $l11s atug " ha “The dear old gas-bag is gotting | o8 still in l{ull].1‘;.:.'4.;‘:]-::1.':.t g
in this hyer study, Carthow, Not/| And Texas Lick sirolled out of the [‘exclaimed indignantly, on the third | fed,” remarked Arthur Lovell. *“He | :1oxas Lick P nin ST Y
while this infsnt 18 hyer, You jest | end study with that remark, leaving day at tea-tupe., * You reckon you'll will burst soon!” I.Fucm L'l pmﬂ'i!ﬂdnﬂ-t u; ﬂuclh
| git! Don't jaw, but git!" Arthur Fdward Lovell speochless | make mo git! Is that the geme ! “Ha, ha, hal” cerd,’™ he  said. Lo a noltt bk
| The ~ Fistical Four burst into a | with wrath, and his chums gribning, | ~ No answer. | Indeed, Texus Lick was getting o int, but if YT S RO AR, pLS ﬂfml :
L lsugh. Tho expression on Mark “ Can't you speak ?” bawled Lick. | feeling thet he was in ‘danger of | there yoi are. [ promise, you ormeey
r Carthow's face was quile entertaining The 6th Chapter, Deud silence, bursting with pentup loquacity, The Enﬂilnu{;e.

' lie stut-

guess how ho passes his time in tho _ | ‘|ulnpml up. l
TII'IItinlEH | ] ‘ ITEHJ Llchc was sent to Covenlry b}" e — 44 | llltﬂl'l it!" he howled, :]truuk 1 ‘guund‘yuu j”‘i,dlﬂﬂ gol-

The Fistica! Your did not answer'| the end stu Y. . Ntony silence, arnesl, 'ou make me tired. |
See I:I'IC NCW PUZZ]C"PICtUTG Toxns Lick whipped round the table '!.:\nd now we let you' le again, I

Lick. 1t would pever have occurred.
to them to hold that incvident over
(‘arthew’s head, and certainly they
would not have dreamed of giving
l‘:}w sway, much a3 they disliked
iny.

Lick stared at them,

“ Lost your voices!" heo asked sar-
castically.

“Yeos, as lar as you're concerned,”
said Jimmy Silver bluntly, “ Look
here, Lick, | apoke to vou plainly

enough at Latcham, Wo'd take it as

There was no resron, o far as the
Fistical Four could see, why ho should
not chango into anothoy study whero
he would have been welcoino, ’eele
& Co, would gladly havo taken tho
millionaire's son into their shady fold.
If he did not choose to gou, that wae
hie owiy logk-out, In the end study
hie was \guored.

For the firet two .or three dayvs Lick
tecoted the matier ap a joke, Tle
prided lnmse!l upon his excoeding
sharpness.  lo  reemed, jndeed,
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and rushed at Jimmy Bilwr.. Jimmy
jamped to his feot; so did his chums,
us i? moved by the same spring.

Vour pairs of hands were laid on
Toxas Lick,

Ho was swept from tho floor, strug-
gling and yelling, and bumped on the
study carpet—herd !

Then ho was carried bodily out of
the ctudy and bumped on the floor
of the Fourth I'orm passage, etill in
deep silence,

uess you'll make us ticed,” chuckled
Arthur Ydward Lovell, -
‘“Hn, ho, hal”
And Texes Lick did, |
THE END.
(Startling happenings at  Rook-
rwood / Il"gn!ewr you do don't miss
“Fed Up With Rookwoad "' ~next
Mowlay's' great story of Jimmy
Slver & Co. and Texos Lick. Ordeér
your copy af the Boys' FRIEND in
advance and arvoid disappointment?)
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