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_Dear Frank Osborn, fi4

. ===-“I'wis vory pleased to|receive your létter, No:ieed for
“trepidation”® ,my dear boy, It is' always & pleasure to read a letter
like yours - It is true of courss that B receive a' good meny,and my -
repliss ars sometimés,I ffear,a 11ttle bala¥ed: but yours came luckily
this morning,and having just :finighed the secbnd Bunoter book,l am
taking & day or two off to catch up with correspondence:and- putting
you first on the list, It is extramely interesting to me to hear that

. you &ra the proprietor of. ‘l;hﬁt'_'ifnnnrnhln--'-'Plunk'-'“i:nﬁ‘taiqlhg-_thu firat

__gtbry evar written of St Jim"a_ '.-QHur'hhrt Leckehyy sent me the ~°
photograph of it to look atf,and' it wis quits a thrill to seeit again

- .after;so'many years, If hid a’dopy myself up: to. 1915,whon it was used

“_Gp in preparing it for ré~issue inthe 'Gem” at.e- timgdlidd when -
circumstences made copy very short. i There can-be very few now in

eI Btanoe.; v S ok Lo o asnand g SsE gt

: You must be quite nn. 9ld. render if.you.rsad the Gen and
net from the beginning--i Teal veteran,. And you have a copy of

"-':_Fnutﬁlill'i_'ﬁrtuﬁpf in the B F Library? This is.a very old stager, It

weg published &s-a serial in the|/Boys.:Realm by Hemilton Edwards,who

agked me to ¥rite it for him,ever so:long ego--it must have been about

1903 or 1904, Long-figo as it iB]-I remember reeling off{ the instalments

on the No,7 .Remington I used in those days,and sometimes wWalking into

the old Carmelite House with an instalment in by pocket---beifig & much
more active fellow in J903 than in-1947 |  In these latter days

Frapnk RMichards is rather like & deponent verb=---pigsive in fom but

Bctive in meaningl ' ' s -

" " I wish 1 had & copy of "Tom Merry's Conquest~; I Bhould

be very glad to supply the misping link,it I hed, But slesl nearly

all py Gems and Magnets went West in 1940, They made such & mountRin

of paper that I thought I ought to hand them over to the salvagse--and

did Haye I mot missed them iinn:ql
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So the first numbsr bf the Maghet wis brought to you when you
were ill ind bedl I sholl hope that Jt did mot cmuse & relapsel
" Yes,it is rather contrary to the usual opinion to like Martin
Clifford better than Frank Micharde put & good meny old readers have
told me so,all the same, Among the|nmmber is the editor of both papers,
Maurice Down, Some timehgo it was _a/moot point whether my second volume
in the new meries “should be & “Tem Uerry“storyor & second :Hun_i'iﬁ book,
and 1 consulted Mr Down on the subjepf, He told me ﬂnt"h'qfo-ﬁzﬁly
Personally always liked Tom Merry thb better of the iwo---neverthelsss
&greeing that there was a large majority in favour.of Oreyfriars, I
think I myself belong to the latter party: I always thimk of myself
88 Frank Richards,and hive almost fofgstten that it is.mot my real name,
At the same time,Arthur Augus—tus D'Arcy was.always one of my favourite
chiracters and I juet lbved writiog about.him, I hope -thet .when the .
.PAper wprry permits,l may write & /Tom MerFy" fook similar. to.the:s
Bunter booke: end when that comes to pase,A A;A will undoubtedly have —
& good show 1;“_11._; ¢ wa A _-.-" s b Y LG ' e LWL
- - However,I am glad that you tell me that you &rs looking forward
1o the Bunter book=---Billy. the Next Best Tning,8s 4t werpl:Thersthave —_
] besn n lpt of delays;but the book will positively be _nu't'fdn:ﬂntnhur‘f_ﬂ_nd -
Ml-}_‘.?.;"'ﬁ ;dbat early copies are alr dy being 'despatched,:S0, el ]
.uB%8 bean posnible to print onmly 20,000 copies,but the third 10,000 is
on its way,end I'am told.that this-ip to be followad:by.a:fdurth and a
fifth---n0 everyone who.wants:Bunter|will be patisfied .in the-long rum,
A Greyfriara School nobody wanted Bunter: 1 am rather glad that the
big public dom-t tako the same view gf himl.. o faes s T
.1 shall,be very intersated to sse. your.article in the C,D,which
I rocoive regularly from York, And.J thank you,my dear: Doy, for your
899d &nd kind wishoo,- My health ie Batonishingly good for an old boy
"hose eightieth bbrthday looms on.the horizoms It-is-true thet'l huye a
. leg which 18 liable to, let.mddown unpspectedly,in 8 mazner comic to the
| hﬂlﬂldnl‘rif not 1o the prﬂprj_utgr; but whet's {hﬂlﬁ odde W-ll}ﬂ.ﬂ- Bg-*
| YOU're happye When I am writing I febl just es 1'did in-I890,end verily
huliu‘l_’ﬂ thet I em not & dey older=--though 1. don-t -I:I_*aint-l s]:_mll aver
'h."]" climhing the Alps.agnin! | L e SYE Y | = :
Thank ¥ou once mora for o runri,plaasant letter, - Ly 7 T
: . " -With kind regarde, -
Yours slncerely,
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