ROSE LAWN,

December 20th,I950, KINGSGATE-ON-SEA,
BRQADSTA IRS,

KENT.

Dear Derek Smith,

" 1,“@5 very p;ggsed,and I qpnfess :lgttgred,r
to read your letter of the ITth. You sesm to have a very wide
gqqqg;ntapcevwgth“glllmy writings, and it is very kind of you
to ggy‘thgtryqﬁ likeAthem gll; And especially 1 was é&eased
by yqqr‘co;menxs on ‘Jack of All T;édes'%'fur he is my
fqugriﬁq ghgrgqtgg§“gnd I shall teke your remarks as good
omens for the serigs;“zj - |

I am very gled to hear about Joe, I agnj sure
he ;g a delightful satf butAall cttgrand ﬁqgg are'lavgble>,
ngpy really is a duck._ﬁe can mew quite as peremptorily as
Joq. Séne time ago,affer?g»des;erate»aff:gy with a’rival,he
ceme in w;th two bapdyb;egs,bath on fhe”starpoard>sid§,so
it wgsyguite gwkwg:d for him,and I hgd ﬁorcarry_him abauﬁ
for several weekgyhile he was‘undergoingvrepairs; And‘ifj,

I overlooked him when 1 want up to my study,ne wou;d ;it at

the foot of the stairs and yell,till I came down and carried



him up, Which_Was rather a labour of love,for stairs are
steeper to me now than the Alps used to hg; I_d?37¢ know how
Semmy would fit imto a stéry,but he receives homourable mention
iq’th3‘1a3t>cbayt3? of”thaqtopicg;aphy,which 1 have just been
revising for publication next yegy;.‘;‘ ‘

J'Judging by thgvcheerf topg}of“you:>leﬁter,be%pg_aVlittle"
submgtendard does nothaffactAyou; ;pﬁ}ri?s,v Book ~c ollecting is
a very pleasantrpobby, It hésbits snggs,though, All myvlife'l
was gathering bagks,to.fill,gha leiséure hours of old age ,and
now old age has come,l find that I cglnn_ot read small print--and
more than balf'of theu are ;n small print! But what's the
odds s0 lbng as you're 'appy?

I hope,my dear boy,that you wﬁll have a pleasant
Christmas ,and that the New Yoar will see you well on the way
to complete recovery.

With kindest regards,
Very sincerely,



