Mandeville,
Klnasgate
Kent
’ Qct 28 1943
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iDear Mr Gandar
Your® letter dated Sep¢ember 13 has 5ust come along “Yout note
ot dugust' 9 1. recalved gsome time-ago, accompenied by the cop¥, of the'"Story
Peper Collector " for which: many thanks,. I find that, this 1ittle’ paper °
‘skcites vary greui ‘interest. among ola readers and. I have T that 1 could
“riot ‘do other-than pass on' most .of the coples you havs BO klndly sant me.
keepmngﬁ howavar &lways ‘ope for-myself, i o
“ To: reply Ldvret tothe guesy of August @ I am.af&axd I=cg
f'1nformat10n about ' John Lance’,;&s l..never knew hlm.L T ot '
‘Peritelow Weg & Very decent old -chapi though I could not, help
TW1sk1nfthat hé would- keep within His: own borders and leave mf;stuff alons,
"‘Buﬁ ‘he ‘used to expreas- gudh -immenge Admiration. for: Frank hards anc 8ll
Y ki warks thﬂt one~was rether disarmed in.dealing: wrth hlm when he 1nvaded
one’ terrrtory ‘It is seid rthet imitation is:.the sxncerest form'ef
fla%tary:~and perhaps ‘that was it,.He:was, at.all events,the bast of the
bunch that™ utted ‘ip on-Frank- Blchards preserves That is, vath .one exceptlon
‘Ope .or* two-of thqdud 'Gems! were written hy.a very. ‘decent . éhap wh0se surname
© is’ probahly ‘Knowntd you as’hig . fether wasia great gun.in th_,toys world
“'gbout flfty ‘years agody and isunot yet forgotien=-~-George Mankllie Fann I used
4o Teed: George ManvillelFenn when l.was a- bOy,llttla dreamlng that 1n after
' ”years hisg son woulkd’ beltxying:his’ ‘héind et witing 'Tom Merry’ for me Fenn
is & frzend of mine~-~both of us now geﬁtt:ng rather far on,ln,tha vale of
©yearsy :‘He was the only one of:the scribes;who had my blessing when he
_ ih&ndleu my” stuff.qhe could. Bt lemst wrlte ,and. the others couldn't, . But
- perhapsthie! father! s fame did not. reach: Canad ,and. the neme may he new te you,
In thig country it was:onge: almost. a. househuld woxd, .
L i 2oThe errors’ you, speak oT-in the: dud: numbers weré sometlmes &g thick
. fas ‘hlackberrieg,s It did not ook at:many: of them,es they always had, s very
- pxaaperating éffect’ onfme, m=except Ba: &foresalo 1n the. cags. of femn, Bui he,
far'a gl remember jmede, no. errors, : Some, of- thase hacka were much more
auitée fors the hewing of wood: &nd the drawing. of water, than-fgr writing
“anything, ihey used: fo spllt theix 1nflnlt1ves Af they-had. ‘been hrought up
tadod hplat«ralls,and sgoulidn’#: help splitiing anythlng thay had in hand, One
’cf”them & man.naned Cook, whoiwas one’ of: e worst writers that ever was or
ould be yhad the chesk: to write :t0 me ‘aome:time Ago, telllng me ho th had
) teen tﬁken tc thie’ Fleetway House when: young, specis.ly Arained fo- imitate
(.;my writings jand;-given & ‘job:on ‘one :0:5; my .paper s when; he Was .considered.
. iproficient iniproducing a..cokourable imitation, The; queer . th:mg wag,that he
did not seem ko SeelEnything iin this that onight: vte give: offenca So I did
not snswer his letter. had I done so,my reply would probably have made his
hair curl, Pl TR
B (oivh o correspondent Mr Rlckaro is quite rfight in thinking that the
story "S5t Jim's Adrmen” ,uus founded on my own experiences in Aistria &t $he
beginning of the last war When the head-walter at our hotel told us that war
had started,ws did not qulta believeit: we had been in the mounteins some time
sout .of tnuch 61 news, But we had to believe it when & party of golildlers came
10 ‘the hotel to place us undsr arrest till we could Ve interrogasted, I was
then writing the Gem called “St.Jim’s Aigmen™: and of course did not leavs off
bacause these silly asses were playlng the goet: so 1 went on typing it with
8 blithering idiot iguniform in my room,standing guarc over me with a fixed

bayone}, Tris ase stood at my door,while I typed: and I scon forgot that he




wl

BRT ‘fare away - to interest- people:at the present. %1mam
’._“to know what Frank Rlchax@sswas do1ng atiSpondln;gmin

%5practical manﬂwhe déals in book ¥
Bithatds® “dutobiography;ot: wouldit: send: yoll tox slaepn>1fftheﬁfwrmer I will
4_vsend you a copy when---andhzf--it appears anyprantse ;i ~

wagtnere, When I had finished -my morning's quote, 1 went to my suit-case for

a paper~clip: and then the imege woke suddenly to life,as it were,and charged
at me with his idiotic bayonet, 1 suppose he sugpectad that I was going for &n
automatic,0r ‘perhaps & homb*Hﬂi pint was rignt at mfrlbs when the idiot saw
it was & papexucllp 1 was teking out---and then ths expression on his silly
face was worth 2 guines a box! So he went hack to the door,end stood thers
like & graven image till I had to go down 1o l3nch. when he marched with

me ,and mount ad guard over all thres af us=-~=mysister and ‘prothet ~in-law and

 myssli--while- wa “had~ iunch, Luckily:a nice Italien officer--in the Ausgtrisn
‘fservzce———c&me a¢ong in the: afternoon, -He:was at. first suspicious because

the'wb”d, Zeppalin® ogcurred in my mapuscript:,but.when he found that it was
only & sfmry ‘about &n” imaginary Zeppelin. com1ngﬁown0n a Grlcket?f13ld he was
a1l shiles: Bn'c efterhe had-uttered:about sixh. thousand words in Itallan

it wag all 0 K, It was only two or sthree .days. later. that Mg Here et WaY Wlth

“huystria’ ds well as Germeny: hut .in thet 1nterval,mywpar1y got over into

Switzeriand=--and I have realised-gince that.we wers very lucky to do so, But
I havealways vémeanberad ‘the Austrians very -kincly,for almost avery person

jjfwith ‘whtm we' came¢-into contact did alil. that he could 1o, help.ns out of the

crapsf-cxv111ans énd doldiers alike, Me ceme across: only one 1d 1ot 2t a

¥illage pear the frontier,where the. lendlord.of en inn trised thold up our

car “@ndgstain ‘as;with a. view:to pivchivgd our baggage: but L .fousd &
sort-of ‘village: pollbem&n who cames&long,end put things. Ilght All “this

' geems'Wike yesterday to-me; but ferhaps to.you:the last var seemsalmost as
- fat off:as ‘theé“Crusades; -1 haver baeﬁisked th.wrlte my autoblography,&nd all

thesé things go-into.itscbut -Iscannot help: thinking sometimes. that it is much
Who . canf90551hly want
that he
ﬁ1nﬁaﬁboat on

L Nowd ; ycu wrlte ﬂgaln-tell me your oplnlon. as 8
Wouild youw find any;interest in;

=Now ahOQt Hlﬁton 8 paper,;School

"annot dhink: ‘haﬁ.fhey;getlihél' no
fsM&gnsts wonlﬁ bewonth ahout £754‘&

With kind regarés
b Youraaslnnerely,

k23



