35 Westholm,
London,N W II,
Feb, 28,1945,

Dear Mr Bagley,

I hasten to acknowledge receipt of the FEB WRITER,which 1 was
glad to get: though I do hope you dic¢ not have & lot of trouble in scrounging
it for me, I have the paper sent tc me regularly: but my own copy was given
awey &t once, As you may guess,there are nulterous relatives and connections who
like to see these things: and in point of fact 1 placed an order for & dozen
copies with my bookeller but was unable to get even one, It seems to have gone
out of print even more repicly than Summer Pie, I am in doubt whether to
attribute these hajp enings to war shortages or to the superlative attractiWeness
of Frank Richards?

. I wented very nuch to keep & copy of Summer Pie with &ric'
Hiscock's article on my unworthy self: but & boy in the Navy wanted one so
much trhet 1 could not but send him mine: &nd so the poor dog has none, But
I did secire & copy of SYNOPSIS with the ebridgec vershon, No second copy is
to be had=-=this periodical also hasg slready gone out of print, Periddicals
in these queer times are here to-day &nd gone to-morrow,

1 have just finished a spot of work and am taking e day off,
What & thousand things there are to do in & day off! Tuere &re no fewer than
seven books 1 want to read: ipnumersble letters I want to write: cross=-word
puzzles halfedone and calling out to lb£ finighed: three tramsliations in &n
unfinished state each of which 1 am eager 1o get on with: yet after breakfast
the pieno celled mewith such an irresistibdé call that everything eise went,
My A P leg is less troubbesome this morning,which brightens life considerally,
17 mean my geme leg: I generelly call it my A P, ,leg because it lets me down,

Many theanks for thc letter enclosed in yours,from Mester
Copping: & queer epistle indeed, As he refers to the date 1914115,the time
.must have been in Hinton's editorship, This poor fellow was killec in &
reilway accdent on New Yesrs Day tnis yeer: so one pust not feel sore with
him: end at one time,indeed,we were very friendly, Yet what is one to think of
an ecitor who éﬁ opens & Competition,inviting emeteur writers to imitate the
style and use the materdial of an author who trusted,as & matter of course,to
his sense of honour and fair play? This was done not only w ithout my
my consanti,but without my knowledge: and by such means,héicks were enlisted
to take over my work: Copping appeers to have had bad luck,but I heard later
of several who had better ,and who seem to have got regulat é enployment in
steeling my stuff and pinching my pen=-name, I don-t think it is surprising
that I rowed with the A P at last----what surprises me now is that ky petience
was sble to hold out so long, I have had experience of a g.od many publishing
firms; but never of &ny other that practised such methods,or enything like
them, .

I note what you say asbout a&n Agent, But I em afrsid one would
worry me, Also,l can never meke up my mind to "submit” anything,as it seems to
be celled, I do not mean to say that I regard my works as prizes for which
publishers should rush, Still if & publisher wants them,he ean say so, Actually
1 am & very modest oid bean, The other day I wesk 8sked to wite.an article
by en edfitor who seems to be the very nicest fellow on earth,thévery flo wer
&nd crown of all editors: so kind,and so generous,trnat I would willingly write
my head off for him, The subject of the article did not attract me--=-it was
ebout myself, But I have done it: and in sending it along to him,I felt bound
to point out that 1 did not myself,think that it was any good, So that does not

sound like conceit,does it?



You cen be very iptesesting on the subject of books, 1 heve read tw?ce
whet vou have said in your letter on the subject: and shall probably read it
again.three or four times, It had pot occurred to me that the lady lifted by
Shaw from Smellett,might have been 1ifted by Smollett from an earlier author,
But it is qiite likely; and now the idea is in my mind,l shell keep an eye open
for that lady! I don't quite know why these things interest one so muck: but
they undoubtedly do,.

No doubt Sherlock Lolmes was modelled upon & Professor
of Doyle's student days,if Doyle said so, But the mein idea TuSt havedbeen
1ifted fran Edgam Poe, Myd own detective,Ferrers Locke,wes "modelled” on &
Director of the Amalgemeted Press,2n incisive clear-cut sort of man,now dead,
for whom I had = grest respect, But the main idea derived from the
unavoi deble source-=-through Sherlock Hoimes to Dupin, But 1 was more
original in creating a Schoolboy Detective: in & way,l fletter myselfi,in
which it has never been done before or since, The idea m&y be called
impossible: but I believe 1 mede it appear quite possible end ipdeed nomal,

: Both Carcroft end Barcroft! The schook about which I
em now piling up copy,ell ready for any publisher who may desire tc meke a
fortune after the war,is called Carcroft, But in writing the Ballads 1
thought thet & spot of alliteration would be uaefull, So Barcroft ceme into
existence merely because,like Shaw's favourite adjestive,it began with a B,

An odd thing is that,while I am really and truly
modest about my prose,which hes sold in qientities like Pelionﬂ Piled on
Osse,] have no such doubts about my verse,of which I have never been able to
sell more than & mere trickle, Perhaps this is like & mother's special
‘affection for a defective chiid: like Milton's preferring Paradise Begained to
Peredise Lost, However that may be,I do think my Barcroft Werses “SARC® are
&g good &s Gilbert @nd that Gilbert would have wrbtten them had the idea
occurred to him, So far I gseem to be elane in this opinion---which I persist
in regerding &s “splendid isoletion”,
In the same way,l believe there is &
public ready for my cross-word puzzles in Latin French,Spanish and Italian,
I cannot,so far ,get any editor to agree with me:~--2igreesble fellows as they
seem genere.ly toc be, But I go on compdsing them, ‘
My dear chap,if you are
thinking 6f taking up the study of‘Latin,go in and win, Your remark upon a
good English vocebulary helping you out if very well-founded, An observation
of old Benjamin Franklin on this sublject is interesting, He suggested
@ proaching the dead languages through the intermediary of modern ones,instead
of the other wey about,as a more attractive method, It is certain that every
French,Italian or Spanish word you know,will help you in Latin, In this
matter,I can lst you into a gelden secretm=--==-= no charge! Try comphsing cross~
word puzzles in the language you desire to learm, You will find that those
hunts in the dictionary,and those excursions up and fown the grammar,@cquire
an unexpected interest: and you will find & vocabulary graduelly fix itself in
your memory without effort, And do not doubt that there is good stuff to be
found as a rwgrd, I do not believe that poetry,in out sense of the word,could
be written in Latin at all: at all events it never was, But apart from that,
therec is great stuff--especially in Horace, But don-t begin with Horace--begin
with Butropius,then Caesar,thenVirgil and St Augustine, Horace must be waited
for,but he is worth it, Likewise Cicero,whom you may like when you get to
know him, Byt for goodness sake don't call him Kickero=-=---- for the new”
pronunciation of Latin is an offence so rank that it smells to heaven!

Yours sinceraly, -

B cec i, HHteeclFy,
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