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EDITORIAL

SO MANY FRIENDS, A very Merry Christmas to all my friends the whole
world over, lay this coming Yuletide bring happiness to your homes,
and may 1962 bring health to the ailing, hope to the weary, peace of
mind to the sad and the distressed. God bless you all.

It is at Christmas time that we think of old friends. We should,
of course, think of them more often, and not just at this one season of
the year. It's a human failing, the result of this rush and fear of the
mid-twentieth century, to lose contact with old friends simply and
solely because our lives are so full and so crowded. But at Christmas
time we remember - and old friends remember us.

The greatest blessing of my life might be good health or a peace-
ful and happy home. But I feel that it is to be found in the great
pumber of friends I have always had. As a schoolmaster I have known
s0 many people - S0 many boys - so many girls - so many parents. At
Christmas time, at least, they remember me, and their greetings rain
upon me, bringing me joy and happiness, and, perhaps, a little heart-
ache = for pleasure can be near to pain in this life of ours.

But in the past two years, my mumber of friends bas increased by
many hundredfold. As an editor I now have friends in every cormer of
the earth. People who are so sincere, so kindly, so helpful, sc very
worth while. In all my life, I have never before been so happy and
blessed in the friends I possess.

And so, while I wish you the old, old wish for Christmas and a
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rendezvous If ever there was ocne), on Thursday 17th at &6 p,m. A good attendance set
the pace for the evening and a bumper crop of mall made for a very pleasant hour's read-
ing and discussion,

From near at hand came greetings from Jack Murtagh of New Zealand, extremely
pleased to hear the news of the tape recording and from far afield the ever welcome
"Foghorn® bringing further news of the tape!s happy reception... We are blushing all
over again, Frank, at this second crop of compliments which you have so generously pub=
1ished in your 1ittle newspaper, One and all we are looking forward to your tape which
will be our New Year treat,

Absent members Bruce Fowler and Arthur Holland were both with us thanks to their
interesting letters and their views cn the future activities of the club were favourably
received by those present,

Highlight of the evening was a generous gift from Ron Hodgson to whom we send
our most sincere thanks. Ron wrote us a detailed account of the reunion at Chesterfield
and completed the pleture with a set of eight photos, all beautifully mounted and de=
tailed to bring a little closer to us those folk whom we know so well by name in C.D.
Can't remember when we've had so much pleasure at a meeting - each member finding there=
in something of personal Interest as they discovered the name of someone whose articles
they had enjoyed or somecne like Ron himself or Harry Broster who have done so much to
spread abroad the spirit of the hobby,.

When the excitement had simmered down the chairman Syd Smyth announced the
latest plans for production of the G,H, magazine Ne, L, Everything Is lined up for
production on Sunday 26th Nov, with the members lending their willing muscles to the
printing and the secretary cast In the willing role of printer's devil - should be great
fun producing our own magazine and we hope all you folk will join us in the enjoyment
when you read It,

Details of the catering for the Xmas party were finalized and a programme
decided on = each member will provide a short reading from their favourite Xmas story
and the rest of the evening will be spent In cut=buntering Bunter,

With the temperature chilly and the darpness without it was a very cosy little
half hour which members enjoyed at the local coffee shop until the meeting closed at
9e15 Dol

Last thought - wish you could all join us for Xmag Party as we feel its
geing to be a terrific show — how about hopping a jet to be with us?.... ALl
most welcomel

B, PATE (Secretary).

Sexton Blake Today

Latest Sexton Blake Novels Reviewed MARGARET

DRNGER'S CRILD JACK TREVOR GTORY

A brilliant, sensitive plece of writing by Jack Trevor Story depleting Bexton
Blake as a man experiencing all the human emotions = nostalgia, apprehension, anger,
bewilderment, passion, tenderness and anxiety, The beauty of the language alone makes
this book a 'must! for all collectorss .

Called to St. Ives by a rysterious letter from an cld love, Blake began his
journey into Huntingdonshire emotionally disturbed by the memory of half=forgotten
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people and places, anxious for the company of Tinker or Paula but convinced that he must
tace whatever the past had to reveal alone despite his reluctence to complete the journey,
In odd mood for the usually assured Blake and one which vanished suddenly when the old-
love's husband tried to murder him. More attempts to murder him, an interlude for love
followed by a desperate fight for survival, good characterization and the usual J.T.S.
twist to the ending make this a memorable and exciting book.

A1l the characters are well drawn but Basil Valentine Hubert Moss = husband of the
old 1ove, Charmian, deserves special pralse, "A plump, bland, over—dressed man; over
shaved and over groomed, who had never done anything except for cash reward; - whose
father had to pay cash for every examinalion passed, every sporting achievement®; black=
mailer, traitor, cheat and sadlst, whom everybody hated but understood and to whom their
hatred was irportant because he needed to be known - even to be oursed: = a man whose
reputation for cheating was his safeguard against retribution,

A moving, sometimes amusing, actlion=packed novel, Rating Excellent
BULLETS ARE TRUMPS DESIOND REID

A tough story of bloodshed and violence, [.R.A. activities, and smuggling on a
large scale in the Irish border counirys

With Marion Lang as companion, Tinker went to Elre Lo investigate reparts that
Michael Boland was 1iving near the border after his escape from an English jail,

UFind out what he 1s up to. Uncover the latest racket, HMake the Irish duly
grateful = they wont oppose extradition then® Blake had said adding "I'm giving you
quite a job, Tinker."

®] can take I1t" Tinker had answered = and proved that he could, Tinker at his
best, facing &nd defeating Blake's old eneny Michael Boland, A likeable, fast=moving
Tinker not seen for a long time,

A well=planned, well=mritten bock full of good characters, suspense and contrasts:
= the ugliness of death by violence In a peaceful smiling countryside, = the urgency and
danger of Tinker's task shown sgainst the background of 1ight relief provided by Bridget
Moriarty!s firm bellef that Tinker's banter was a declaration of love for herself,

Rating = Very goed

ACOTVZH ARTICLE in Bill Hubbard's popular series of HARD COVER CLASSICS
will appear in Collectors' Ligest in the near future.

IT'S LATZR THA YOU THINK! The Annuals are coming off the print-
ing machines, It is too late now to increase the number we are
printing, and there will only be & very limited number for latecomers,
If you have not yet ordered your 1961 Annual, do not delay or you may
be disappointed. The Greatest Annual in the Wide, Wide World.

ORDER NOW!

Fubiished by Eric Fame, Excelsior House, Grove Hoad, Surbiton,
Duplicated by York Duplioating Bervices,12a The Shambles, Yark,



