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FROM THE EDITOR'S C HA IR 
Wishing all the Members of the Brotherhood of 
Happy Hours at Home and Overseas a very Good 
Christmas and Prosp erous New Year. 

* • * * * 
END OF A DEX:ADE. At this t ime each year I review t he past twelv e 
months; on this occasion there's special gratificat i on for this 
number s~es the completi on of the t enth year - 120 numbers prompt ly 
sent off and in addi t i on that now famous No. 3A. A great achievemen t 
only made possib l e becaus e the littl e magazine has such a band of 
staun ch loyal supporters t hrough thi ck and thin. I have dwelt on many 
of the event s on previous occasions so here I will comment brie fly on 
the pa.st twelve months . 

It has been my good fortune to be abl e to publi sh many out standing 
articles , =id e ' news which has added material l y to our knowledge of 
the books we think so much about, and there's more to come. 

Once again t he circulation has incre ased : it is now higher than 
ever before .. Among new chums, several are overseas. There's been a 
sad side though for I have had to del et e thre e names from the mailing 
li st as King Death has t aken them fran our midst - Hugh Fennell, Percy 
North and George Grain80 r . In addi ti on we felt th e l oss of Mr. El. J , 
Garr ish and Mr. Ernest E. Briscoe who for many years worked f or the 
pepers we take a pride in colle ct ing . 

Then there was my own personal l os.s. Never shall I forget the 
l et ters which came to so lac e me following that tr agi c ni ght in June . 
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Sometimes in the quie t of the evening I turn to them end read t hem 
over again . Morbid? No, I don't think so , for they hearten me and 
spur me on in the work I hope I shal l be spared to do on into anothe r 
decade . 

* * * * * 
THE ANNUAL. Now to t he Tenth Annual. Every year I have been up 
888in8t t he problem of finding room fo r al l the excellent articles 
sullllit ted. This yeer my dilOlllllll bas be<an bigger t han ever . It is 
impossib l e to increase t he size so eventually I decided to l eave out 
the "Who's Who" except for the details of t he newcomers and the cha.r)8es 
in addresses ;,here old members are concerned. The ''Who's Who" is a 
valuable feature but I think it wil l be agreed it can be dispensed 
with for once. My apologies, though , to those who have troubled to 
fill in the ~estionnaire for nothing - anyway, you wil l have more 
s t raightforward reading matt er . 

As usual , a number have not yet sent i.n your orders , no doubt 
talcing i t for granted I should know t hey would went one . It would 
make it easie r for my peace of mind, though , if I knew for certain . 
I 've risked it end ordered a record number , but I can 't afford to have 
any l eft on my hands , so you will act at once, won't you? 

Bil l of fare appears on anothe r page. 

* * * * * 
BILLY BUNTER'S OWN. In rep l y to numerous enquiries, I r egret to say 
there will not be a "Billy Bunter ' s Own" t his year. When last in 
London I called at the premises of Mandeville Publ ications end found 
the place deserted and the name pla t e missing a t the entrance . A pity 
but there were ominous s i @11S las t year . 

* * * * * 
And now, just t orr.ark in a modest way, the completion of the 

t enth year, I am giving you four extra J>88"S. 

Yours sincerely , 

HERllERT W::mIBY. 

1111u1u1u••u••••••••••••• • n•1n •• ie.u11u u 1u111111u1111111u11u1u1 

For Sale: "Captains" Vols. 11 to 22, 241 25. Green Cl oth Bindings, 
nice condi t ion. Also Vol s. 3 end 7, Publi shers ' Bindings, good con
dition . 3/6d. per vol\llle . Postage erlra. 
W. JAMISON, LISNJ.CREE, NEWRY, CO. DOWN; NORTHERN IRELAND. 
1u1 1u1 1••11• • • •• ••1 u u• • ••••••*'*'*****...- u 11111111u1111n1••••••• • 
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BLOO DS AND THE ORAMA 
by Dick Milton 

author of In the Days of 'Theprea dful s" e t c . 

In the earl y 'fifties, 1 sixtie s 1 and 'seventies, 1 several ente r-
prising publishers , catering fo r youth, launched on the pem,.y- number 
book ma:rket a se ries of sanguinary and highly sensational narratives 
dealing vi th all kinds and condi t ions of rogues, rascals , prison
breskers , highwaymen, pirates , fierc e buccaneers and other adventuro us 
opirits - their exploits and deeds of daring, evil and prsisevorthy 
being illus trated wit h bold and vivid woodcuts , which, when seen 
thrcugh the shop window panes , whetted the appeti tea of boys frcx, eight 
to eighty , Many of us of mature see can look back to those early days 
when publishe rs like Lloyd , Brett, Fox, The Aldine Co. , and others, 
cxhibi ted their tempting lit e rary wares in t he newsagent' s front 
window, or on the railway bookst alls, to catch the eye of enthusiastic 
youths who, like myself, were born vi th a passion for thrilling 
rocances and dramas . 

When a "t l ood" became popular , and vas of sufficien t interest t o 
dese rve dramatisat ion, theatrical managers , London and prcvincial, 
swooped down upon t he narrat ive, wrote a sta&e vers io n and presented 
it nightly t o packed houses . To en\llle?'8t e only a few which , in r,y 
boyhood, I witnessed a t Sadlers Wells , The Marylebone , The Pavilion , 
The Oly:npic, The !lovelty, The Brit , The Standard et c . , : "Jeck 
Sheppard " (eight versions, including Ainsworths ' l, "Carto uche , " (the 
Fre nch rival of J ack) , "Dick Turpin " (a t se veral thea tre s and one or 
"';lr(O circuses ), "Sixteen St ring Jack, 11 "Claude Duval, " "Robert Ma.caire'' 
, inc lud.in& Irving ' s Lyceum presentation) , "Jonathan Yil d ," "Sweeney 
'Zodd" (I saw a dozen differs nt versions of the sanguinary shave r ) , 
"'::he Dumb Man of Manchest er," "Mary Price " "(G,Y.R. Reynold ' s romance), 
")/argsret Catchpol e , " tho Suffolk heroine (I sa w several versions , 
the bes t of a ll being Laurance Irving's prcduction in 1911-12), "The 
i,.,'Ons Mail" ( founded on au thent ic narratives , published in various 
;:.1eap, highly-spiced periodicals), "Charles Peace" (ada pt ed from the 
;-ency nwber publication) , "Buffalo Bill," "Spring Heel ed Jack , " J ae!< 
?.ushton " or "Alone in th e Pira t es • Lair" (published in "Boys of 
!n8land") , "Gey Fawkes, " "Vidocq , tho French Police Spy , • The fore-
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going melodramos were presented at th e t heatres enumerated above . But, 

during my wide peregrinations throui,tiout the British Isles (covering 

a period of 40 years) , I witnessed me.ny unauthorised performances of 

n
ays founded on actual fact , i . e. , "Dougal , the Moat Fam l!u:uerer" 

904), "Jolm Lee, " t he man they couldn't hong (1884) , Doctor Crippen 

911) , "Jack the Ripper " (1887) , "Maria Marten" or "The Red Barn 

Murder" ( 1828) . The dates given above are those on which the crimes 

t ook place . There were in the first and second decade of the 20th 

Century me.ny portable theatres sca ttered around the countryside from 

Jolm o •Groats to Lands End. The repertoire in cl uded every fearful 

crime story , murders on land and sea, which were performed to enthu

sias tic audien ces - a different drama .!l!!!!l: night. And likewise on the 

Fit-ups , which visited various small towns and vill88"s, where they 

hired the Town Hall , Assecibly RO<XDS or other buildings which , of 

course , were licenced for sU189 plays . 
I frequented scores of these itinerant booths and "Ghost Shows" . 

At the latter were shewn weird and uncanny dramas of a spectral nature, 

the illusion being produced by a huge mirror fixed t o the back of the 

small sta&9. The ver s stilit;; of these wander ing mummers vas wonderful. 

Thoy could onact any role in the pieces which nightly were performed, 

tho bill , as I said , being chen&ed· 
Space procludes r:q enumerating other "bl ood" dramas which were 

staged on the "smalls." But I think that I have said sufficient to 

enable tho resder to realise how the old - time drama was presanted 

to our sires and to ourse l ves before we had need to use a razor • ..................................................................... 
~ Boys' Papers (1840-1940) Availab l e/Wanted !l!!\E . Als o 

>:agazines on Football, Cricket , Boxing , Cinema , Sta&&, Mot oring , 

Jo'.otor Cycling , Cycl ing, Railways . 
S.A.E. Requirmants please : TOM LAMBERT, 347 GmTRUDE ROAD, NORWICH. 

For Exchange: l!a8nets 487, 836, 861, S.O.L. •s 51, 205, 223, for 

Magnets in! , 100 , 104. Wanted: lla8nets and S .O. L. •s , also !lolida,y 

Annual 1938. 
MISS E. MAGOVENY, 65 BEmllAM ST., BELFAST, NORTHERN IRELAND. 

For Sale : Complete sot of C.D. •s 1- 114, .£4. Nelson Lees 1st and 2nd 

Nev Series . Bunter Books and Annuals . Any e:.i:chengss welcomed. 

J .R. SWA!I, 3 FIFTH AVENUE, LONDOO, W. 10. 
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Note :- In the past, some of us (includin& cyself) have been rather 

;;;;rely critical of some of the vriters who stood in for the creato r 

of t he St, Jim 's and Greyfriars s t ories . Well, as you wil l see , Bill 

Lofts has n:et one of th em and got his point of view, It is only fair 

that he should be given space in our col\llllS to express it . 

I hove also had several l et ters from Mr. Cook i:,yselt and one 

thi ng that hes s truck me is thet caybe t he ' s tand-ins' were at a dis

advantage because they were u.sually ctl l ed upon for single stories 

where they had not room t o develop a really dramatic pl ot in the canner 

of the caster in his famous •serios ' . (H.L.) 

foreword : 

rnED GORDON COOK - BOYS• AUTHOR 

( including "Magnet" and "Gems") 

By w.o.G. Loft s. 

''Mr. Charles l!&lilton ' s output of work for the Gompanion Papers 

was so vast, and the pressure upon hil:> was such , that no Editor coul d 

WLaSS core than abou t two weeks' supply of his Cl8llWJCripts for tho 

papers, which ;,as for too little for the Edito r' s peace of cind , It 

was absol utely essent ial to have one or core trained understudies 

avail able who could take over the series in case of emer gency . These 

writers' stories were hel d in reserve , and were only used when no copy 

fr, m Charles Hamilton was availa ble.• (This was st ated by Maurice 

Down, who was F.<lit or of th e "Magnet• and "Cm" for over twenty years 

,mtil it ceased public a ti on in 1940) , 
Sooe of these "subst itute" writers hove been known to us in th e 

pas t, and recently I have hed the pleasure of i:octing several of thee, 

for emost being >lr. Fred Cook, who not only gave me a lot of information 

about his work on the "l!a8n•t" and 't:em" but also a lot of interesting 

data about his own writing achievements in the boys • writing field 

which I am sure will be of srea t interest to all C.D. readers . 

Fred Cook as a school boy was veaned on the ttMagnet" and "Gem; 11 

he knew every character by heart and t heir associations , histories, 

s tudy numbers; and could visualise every inch, nook and cranny of 

Greyfriars and St . Jim ' e . He attended th e St . 1'.aryl ebone Gransar 

School which, incidentally, is only a fe-, minutes from where I l i ve . 

Littl e did ho dream that ono day he would be writing stories of th e 
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achoo l a he lov ed so well, al though he always had a hankering to bo on 
aut hor and see his name in print . 

Upon leaving school he first worked as a junior clerk in a Char
tered Accounts office ; but having the itch to write he l eft not long 
after and started to wri t e for "Chums" in 1916. F. Knowles Campling 
was Edi tor in those days, Als o at thi s time he was submitting small 
articles for publication in the 11Greyfriars Herald 11 which were all 
accepted by J .ii . Pentelow - who was Editor at the time, When Pent elow 
l eft off ic e and H.A. Hinton took over, he was invited to write full 
l ength 11Magnet 11 and "Gems" for the rea sons sta t ed earli er. Hinton had 
stated t o Kr. Cook how rauch he was impressed by his knowledge of the 
two schools , and afte r several stories peid him a verJ hi gh compliment 
in sta tin g that "he got nearer to the Hamil ton s tyl e than any of t ho 
other 'st and-in ' writers. 11 Hr. Cook ill'as al so amazed when he l earned 
from Hinton t hat Hartin Cli f ford, Frank Richards and, of course , 
Charles Hamil ton were one and the same! 

His first Magnet s tory was in 1919 , !lo. 591, "Weggie of the 
Rea:oven and he continued to lriTite stories for both papers for many 
years . Also of course, still during thi s t iL1e, he continued to write 
for 11Chums"; Tubby Haig 's for Ncwnes , t hei r comic "Merry )loments 11 and 
as a rewriter of the American originals of the 11Ni ck Carter," 11.Buffalo 
Bill" and "Treasure Trove" Libraries (Pirates) of which Newnes had 
bought the Briti sh right s . This was, of course , the same offi ce as 
the "Capt ain" with Reeves Shaw as FAi tor-in-Chief, and Augustus Baker 
as second in com:nand. He was al so the author of t he "Stringer , the 
ll€mon Football er" series in th e "Boys • Realm" in 1921 , f ollowed by tho 

"Teddy Heron's Schoold ays 1
' series. Hr. Cook was abl e to giv e me a lot 

of useful infonna t ion about Authors and Pen-names who wrote for t he 
above papers which I will disclos e anoth er time, 

A great poin t of intere st i s that he confesses t o having writ ten 
severa l stories for th e ''Nelson Lee Librar-.1" in 1921 featuring St. 
Frank' s ; this disproves the th eory that E.S. Brocks wrote all those 
yerns. It was at the express wish of Willi e Back , a Director of the 
A.P. Then ho ceased writing for the "Megnet11 and "Geo" he started to 
write a vecy popular series of school sto rie s for the "Boys' Ma8azine" 
f eaturing the "Boys of St, Giddy' • " and also a number of humorous 
yarns that were illustrated by a very well known comic artis t in the 
11Daily Mirror" today, Jack Greenall , creat or of 11Useless Eustace 11 who 
has been drawing them for over 20 years . A very strange coincidence 
about these school stories was that when Mr. Cook had to drop out for 



one reason or anothe r, the seri es "ere so popular with readers that 

t he editors concemed - Bernard Buley and Stanley H. Nelson - had t o 

eIJploy 11substitute " wri t ers to take over ! 
A very big surprise for myself was when Mr. Cook tole me t hat he 

wrote stories for a boys ' peper antitled "Toby" in 1926. I must con

fess that I had neve r heard of t his peper before ; but vas even more 

surprised t o l earn that th e edit or, when sto ri es vri tten by Mr. Cook 

about "Madcaps of Merrydew" appeared , was none other than Gwyn Evans! 

The irre sponsible Gwyn did not last l ong, but the peper itself had a 

run of over 10 years . 
Besides a l ot of now forgotten work for 11Rover, tt 11Advent\ll"e 11 and 

other ThoDson pepers, Fred Cook wrote a s tory in the "Detective 

Weekly" under the name of Bruce Chevert on. 
Various pen-names used by Nr . Cook are as fo ll ows : Fred G. Cook, 

F . Gordon Cook(e) , Fred Sceaton , Burle i gh Carew, Vincent Owen arui, of 

course , Broce Chaverton. ."~ any reader can now see , quite a vari ed 

and wonderful rec ord of writing, one of which any writer would be 

proud . 
Now regarding his work for the "Magnet" snd "Gee.• Much bas been 

written in the pa.st of the "substitu te , " "ghost , " "ersatz " and ever. 

t he very objec tionsl word in Fleet Street jar gon "hack" writers , I': 

must be very clear l y underst ood that the characters of Greyfriars ani 

St. Jim's were the creation of Charle s Hamilton ; no-one could write 

about the charac t ers as he could . His sty l e was inimitab l e, snd on;, 

can really understand hi s feelings to see the chil dren of his crea t:v e 

mind being written about by other writers. All these other writ ers 

l ook , and st ill look on Hamil t on as a genius , and the maestro of them 

all . Of all school story writers there will never be anoth er such as 

he . 
It must be remembered, how-ever , that all th ese 11Altemative" 

writer s were all well known snd es ta bli shed writ ers in their own paI'

ticular fields , snd they were keenly sought af t er by the Edi t or s of the 

''Magnet" and "Gem" (Pontelo w, Hint on and Down). None were obs cured 

"backs " who went begging cap in hand for such crumbs as might have been 

going froc Room 53 at Fl eetvay House, neither doe s it detrac t from 

t heir reputations that they may havelBd to alt er t heir own style s to 

imi t ate that of Charles Hamilton , To th e contrary , it proved tha t 

these writ ers were very versat il e . When Mr. Cook was invited by 

H.A. Hint on t o write f'ull length "Magnet " snd "Gem" yarns , he derived 

much pleasure from it, as well as gain , but he still remained a con.sis -
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tant "Chums" write r during this period and did not reti r e int o limbo 
when such activities were discontinued . 

As already s ta ted, M.r. Cook's f irst "Magnet" story vas •tweggie 
of the Remove" and after all these years i t may not be possib l e to 
give a 100 per cent l is t of al l hi s sto ri es , although I may t ry lat er 
whon he has had t ime to peruse t hrough years of his work. In many 
cases the Edit or used to alt er the title as submitted to him, which 
makod t hin85 more difficult still. But Mr. Cook can sta t e with almost 
certa inty that he wrote the foll owing s t ories fo r th e "Magnet" :-
591, 599, 607, 610; 618, 626, 634, 638, 641, 656, 657, 665, 669, 670, 
675, 678, 685, 692, 699, 702, 713, 728, 767, 785, 001, 002, 817, 824, 
833, 845, 850, 890, 895, 937, 944 and possi bl y others . He wrote about 
twice as many stories for the 11Gem11 and it i s hoped to give a Ml 
list of them at a l ate r dat e. 

One evening , I, wit h Mr. Cook, paid a vis i t to Mr. Rossiter 
Shepherd , tho very well known film critic of the "Peopl e ." 

Mr. Shepherd was able to give me such a vast amount of infonnation 
about his own and other authors ' work at the A.P. dur ing the early 
20's that I have not ye t sorted i t out . This will appear in fu ture 
artic l es in the C.D. Mr. Shepherd also wrote many sto r ies for t he 
nMagnet11 star t ing with "Sleepers of the Remove" No. 697 , in 1921. A 
real cri..'le of in formati on is Mr. Shepherd , and I and Mr. Cook spent 
llUlllY hours talking about the old papers . 

As stated ear li er, Mr. Cook very kindly gave me some names of 
11Alt eina.tiv en writers on the "Magnet" and 11Gem11 who have not, I think, 
been known before; t hese with names already in my records now read 
lik e this :-

John Nix Pentelow - First Edi tor of t he "Magne t" and school st ory 
writer . 

C.R. Samways - To my knowledge only wrote "Magnets 11 and "Gems," 
went t o school wit h Mr. Twyman. 

Nichae l Poole - Writer of all types of sto r ies, also Anthony 
Thomas. 

Hedley O 'Mant - Sub- Edi tor of the "Bagnet t 
II also as Hedley Scot t , 

aut hor . 
H.11. fy,,lllllll - Editor of "Union Jack" and othe r papers . 
Rossiter Shepherd - Cri.I!le reporter "Daily Express, " Edi tor of 

1•Pi.ct\ll'egoer," now film critic of the "People." 
H.A. Hinton - &liter "?·!agn.et" and "Gem" and many othe r papers . 

Also the famous Prospe r Howard. Killed in railway 



accident some years ago. 

lloel \food-Sm.th - Second in command to Mnurice Down and very clever 
inventor . Writer of U.J . yarns , wrote JJ18DY under 
name of Norman Taylor. 

Stanley Aust in - Foremost writ er of all "Subs "; claims to have 
written between 200-J(X) 11Y""1gl'lets 11 and "Gems. tt 

R.S. t/arren-Bell - &litor of "Captain" and well !mown Author; wrote 

several yarns in t he ear l y years for Pentelow . 

K61llleth Nevmen 
E.S. Brooks 

John Wheway 

Died 1921. 
- Editor of "School Yarn lla8azine" and B. B,C. write r. 

- Famous as m ter of tlelson Lee and St . Frank• s and 

reelly needs no introduction to C , D, readers . 

- Wrote one or two yarns, but his fat1e is that he has 

vri tten nearly all the Bessie Bunter stories for 

the Girls' papers . 
W.E. Stanto n Hope - Has written qui t e n lot of Blakes , and his output 

I!. Cwke-!look 
of stories has covered lll8DY fields . 

- Son of the f8lll0us S. Clarke-Hook , and a writor for 
women's papers; also did a l ot of work for 11Chums11 

under vari ous names . 
Fred Ccrdon Cook - Of course nov needs no introduction. 

Clive Fenn did _!!2i wri te any yarns for the cocpanion papers; this 

was by his own sta tement in the 3rd C .D. Annual , This io not of course 

claimed to be a complete list of all the "Alternative" writers . Some 

sto-ies were sullllitted by i.'ldividual writers whom today it would be 

almost impossible to t race . 
In concl usion, I should lik e to quote f rom Mr, Cook: "I wonder -

ah ! - I wonder if Charles Hamil ton would unbend so far a.:, to meet us 

all tosether, and let us be friends , and have n good old natter , so 

that the long disowned "ghos t s" could have at least the pleasure of 

meeting the maestro and the opportunity perhaps of clearing up some 

r:iisunderstandings. • 

11u •1111 111111u1•11111n111111uuu111111uu 1 11 11u•uu1H1u•••••11••• 

\!ANTED - "MAGNETS" and "COO". WILL KllCHANGE OR BUY. 

-- BU!IDREDS (IF .DUPLICAm, 

D. 0 111ERLIHY, 17220 Glill,l!All S'J!'.EET, NORTIIRIDGE, CALIFORllU, U,S ,A. 

~: "Monsters, " 11Nelso n Lees 11 and 11Popul.ars . 11 

38 St . Thomas Road, Preston. 



f3[(Ahi(An(A ... 
Conducted by JOOEPHINE PACKMAN 

27 1 Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London , S.E. 22 . 

Browsing through an ol d copy of "The Stage " Year Book (1916) the 
ot her evening , I came across the following item in the "Pl ays of the 
Year11: 

SEXTON BLAKE 011 THE EAST COAST, a det ec ti ve sketc h 
in 3 scenes, by J. Russell Bogue. J anuary 18th 

Sexton Blake 
Tinker 
Pedro 
Sir \Im, Shronhoes t 
Reginald Martram 
Poli ce Officer 
Lady Martram 

..... Mr. James Duncan 
_Mr, Lee Gilbert 

Himself 
Mr, Chas. A, Carlile 

.... l!r. G. Lewes 
.. Mr. A. Douglas 

Miss Carl otta de Yonson 

. Strange l y enough, this was put on at rey local thea tre - Cambcrwell 
Palace . 

Well , we do know that there has been at l eas t one real bl oodhound 
named Pedro ! --

As already state d, next mont h ' s Bl akiana will cont ain the first 
of the series of ••Memoey Teasers . 11 I hope you will lik e them. 

I t ake this opportunity of t hanJcin& all those who have sen t me 
material for Bl akiana and l et t ers through out th e year , and I l ook 
forward to your continued support in 1957. 

Final l y , t o al l my readers I express a sincere wish f or a "Merry 
Christmas " and e. "Happy and Prosperous New Year. 11 

JOOIE PACKMAN. 

* * * * * 
INTERESTillG EXTRACTS FROM "TEE BLAXE LmmD" 

( "Crime Parade" No . 5) 

by E. L. Childs 

If any dete cti ve of fiction can chall enge t he populari t y of 
Sherl ock Holmes, sure ly it can only be Sext on filake ...... 



For nearly sixty years the in t erminab l e case-book of Sexton Blake 
has been l"UIIID8ged by syndicates of successiv e authors ,, . , There is no 
cl osed shop in t he Sexton Blake industry . Anybody who feels inc lin ed 
to add to the legend is free to try , Turn to "Sexton Bl ake Library" in 
the FLEEl' STREET ANNUAL and you will fin d that the publishers say : 

"The same central charact ers - Sexton Blak.e and Tinker -
ara invariably used, and i t is therefore advisable for the 
wri t er to faniliarise himself with the pers onali ties of 
these . " 

Over a hundred authors have written Sexton Blake stories, Some of 
the names under which they have written are known t o be pseudonyms; 
others have that pseudonymous look about them. It is rumoured that 
f amous authors have written f or the se ries under assumed names in order 
t o make some ready cash - which would account for the literary calibre 
and sound plot construction of many of the tales . • , • 

Obvi ously , all t hat is now connoted by the name Sexto n Blake had 
to be built up . At an earlY age he became hawk- like, aquiline , and 
acquired the habit of putting on his dressing - gown in order t o t hink,,, . 
Clearly , too, he needed someone to look after him, someone old enough 
and respectable to be called a housekeeper, .. . Hence Mrs , Martha 
Bnrdell, with her genius fo r mispronunciation and malapropisms . I t ,ms 
a happy stroke , too , to furnish him with a bri ght boy assistant ins tend 
of a bovine c reature l ike !)r. Watson .. . . 

To complet e the census of the Blake mell88" we must mention Pedro , 
Thi s s le uth-h ound , though definite l y a well - bred animal with an unim
peachable pedigree, might, it seems, from "higher criticism 11 of the 
Blake sum:num, hav e been either a bloodhound or a bulldog, He was sent 
to Blake wit h £100 by a well - wi sher who hid his identity under the name 
of "Mr. Neoo" .• .• 

Thus equipped and befriended, Blake was abl e t o se t t l e down t o his 
ordained task of combatting , inter alia , the Brothe r hood of the Yel10w 
Bettle ; the Criminals ' Confederation; George Mar sden Plummer, the 
Scotland Yard renegade ; Leon Kestrel , the ~laster M=er, whose reaJ. 
features no-one knew; Mr. i1ii.st , the InviSi.bl e Man; Dr. Satira; Paul 
Cynos ; the reincarnat ed Prince Menes; Zenith the Albino; a variety 
of numerical groups such as the Black Trinity , the Double Four and th e 
Council of Eleven., .. and a lesser but equal l y interminable rout made 
up of German spi es , Soviet spies , anarchists, mad scientists , hooded 
t errors , crooked l awyers, American racketeers and human bats . ... 

Is the Sexton Blake saga inexhaus t i ble? Miss Dorothy Sayers was 
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probab ly thinking of Sexton Blake when she wrote that detective blood 
and- thunders were "the neares t approach to a national folk -l ore . 11 

•• • • 

AB we all knO\f, Conan Doyl e , ei tber from perv ersity or the drying up 

of his ideas 1 
finally killed of f Sherl ock Holmes ( though he resurrected 

him late r on/ , But Blake , who is the cre ation of no one author in 

perticul ar") is il!lnortal . 

(*l!ote :- As io now well -kn own to r eaders of Blakiana , t he lfI'it er was 
wrong in t hls sta t ement, for Sext on Blake was crea t ed by Harry Blyth . 

Anothe r thin8 that should be pointed out t o the reade r i s that this 

arti cl e was written l ong before t he new Blake men88" and operational 

headquarters came int o being . J . P. ) 

* * * * * 
!ID! OF MYSTERY 

by Walter Webb 

In the second issue of the "Sexton Blake Annual," Kr . H.W. Twyman, 

the "Union Jack 's " liv elies t edi tor , writing under the same title as 
the above, gave soce very interesting biogra phi cal details of a number 

of au thors whom he had , during his t erm of office , commissioned to 
writ e Sexton Blake stories , 

It was a most info:nnotive articl e , though far from comple te , for 

whil s t it dealt wit h most of th e better known writers f rom t he ear ly 
twenties t o the l ate thir ties , it hardly appeased the appetite of those 

of us whose camories go a little f arther back. As Mr. Twyman'• 
editori al act iviti es on tho "Union Jack " last ed between 1921 and 19}6, 

he could hardly have been expec t ed to write with ce rtainty of what 
occurred in tho pa per prior to his t oking over, of cours e , and his 

pred ecesso r, I/altar Edward s , having passed on, th e ranks of l ikely 
infomers arc now practically non-existent . Probably S. Rossiter 
Shepherd, t he well-known filJ, critic and one-time edito r of "Picturo

aoor," who was Mr. Twyman's assistant on th.? "Union Jack," could gi ve 
any furth er infonoa ti on on the subj ect. 

I t may be r emembered that jus t over fiv e years ago , Art hur 
Southway, of South Afri ca , was fortunat e enoll8h t o obtain fro m A, Press 

the ll8l:IOS of the authors of well over a hundred first series "S.B. 

Library" st ories . The inclusion of such names a:, II. MURRJ.Y GRAIDO!I, 

E.S. BROOKS, MARK <mlO!UIE, and ANDREII l!URRAY was expected , and did not 

occas ion any surprise, but t here wero se veral names recorded in that 
lis t which failed to rin8 a bell in tho memory of even ono Blake 

-- __ .. ---- -- - ···-·- ·-· --- ------



- --------- - -3 31 

enthusiast or , for that matter, in any col lector of the nUI!lerous othe r 
old boys ' papers . 

Let us take the cas e of E. ALAIS first. ilho was thi s writer? 
Never in the long hi.story of the 11Union Jack" was his name ever men
tioned in its pages , and, as far as I em aware, neither was i t ever 
printed in an:J of the companion papers . Tent ative enquiries at Fleetway 
House brought forth the information that ALAIS, who used hi s own name, 
was a relative of J . HARWOOD PANTING, a well -known writer of t he early 
years . Further enquiries amongst various editors and authors failed to 
bring anything definite to light, but one editor , indulging in a bit of 
theorising , suggested that if Alais was ind eed a r elative of Panting it 
was very likely tha t he was ARNOLD PANTING, a son of the el der man and 
a brothe r of FrlYLLIS PANTING, who edited various women's publi cations , 
now forgotten , and who is no" Mrs. Digby Morton. I have some recoll 
ection of seeing a photograph of the Digby Mort on ' s produced in the 
pages of the "Radio Times" a year or so ago in connecti on with an 
advertisement for something or othe r. Arnold Panting , who, it is 
believed , edited the "Boys ' Friend" at one time, "as killed in the first 
Worl d War, yet if Alais was actual ly the real name of the author , he 
and Arnold Panting can hardly have been one and the same person . 
Certainly, the publishing dates of Alais ' s stories in the "Union Jack" 
and "Sexton Blake Li brary" do not indicate to the contrary , for a s t ory 
by him was published in the latter publicatio n in 1922 about four years 
afte r Ponting's dea t h. Even so, this is no proof , for that story may 
have been "ri tten several years before, and, perhaps, was a reprint of 
a Biake se rial, as "as an earlier Alai s tale for the Library, like that 
published on 20th March, 1916 , under t he title of "The Case of Convi ct 
308," (S.B .L. !lo. 7) . This ran for several weeks in ''The Dreadnought," 
during the year 1913, under t he heading of "The Man \/ho Cllan8ed Places . " 

Another unfamiliar name was that of o. MERLAND, the •o• st andine 
for Oliver . In only one instance was Merland 's name mentioned in th e 
"Union Jack11 and that was in connection wi th a st ory he wrote for e. 
half -penny issue - No. 137 - which was publi shed as long ago as 3rd 
December, 1896, 1JJlder the title of "The Lost Explorer." He wrote five 
novels for the "S. B.L." in the twenties , introducing the far from ori 
ginal and ent i rely wmecessary characte r of Topper int o t he stories. 
Topper , it may be recal l ed , was employed by Blake as an extra assistan t . 
Of the numerous edit ors and authors conta cted, only one remembers him 
at all and t hen only vaguel y as being a very aristocratic-looking man 
who wore a monocl e - a somewhat older edition of Arthur Augustus D 'Arey , 



the swell of St. Jim's, one imagines. Obviousl y, Marl and used pen
names as his own was hardly ever seen in print in the boys • weeklies, 
but what these were nobody !mows. 

Myste ry also surrounds t he name of the ill- f&ted L. H. Brooks, who 
wrote quite a number of S.B .L. •s in the twenties and was also an 
occasional cont ributor to the "Union Jack11 in the same era. If the 
name of the author was ever published in a boys• weekly I have never 
heart of it, and it would appear that all his work was reproduced under 
a nmbe r of pseudonyms. I have a shre wd suspicion that Herbert Britton 
was one of them. It is probaol e that Brooks , like many other boys ' 
writ ers , was kept busy in the women's market , and may also have been 
one of the band of men who clrorned out weekly instalments of school 
tales for the network of girls ' stcry periodicals - "School Friend , " 
"School girl ' s Own" and "Girl ' s Crystal" etc , - :for his st yle of wri t ing 
was id eal ly suitable for that type of yarn. In sampling one of his 
stories the reade r beccmes aware of a soinewhat remarkable fact, for the 
style of writing i s amazingly similar to that of t he other Brooks - the 
bette r- lmown Edwy Searles. • If any editor needed the services of a 
ghost-writer to undertake E.S. Brooks' work due tc indisposition and 
wished to rest assure d that the subs ti tution would ranain undetected , 
then L. H. Brooks would be th e id eal choice. L.B. Brooks, it must be 
unhap?il Y recorded , died in tragic circ11DSt ances five years ago. 

Two other mysterious authors of Blak e stor i es were a man nan:ed 
Rt."YNOLJ'6 and anothe r nsmed JONIB. The only Reynolds reco ll ected at 
Fleetva)' House was Warwick Reynol ds , the artist; of Reynol ds the 
author not a scrap of informati on was forthcoming. In any case , he 
only wrote one story, "The Mswpeth Millions" (S .B.L. No. 316 , 1st 
series), so he is not important . 

On the other hand, Jones was remembered quite well. If he was 
th e man of that name who wrote S.B.L . No. 345 (1s t series) enti tl ed 
"The Secret of th e Bucket Shop," then he was Mr. J.G. Jon es , who wrote 
as Ambrose Earl e, and was a popular contri butor to most of th e old 
papers . He went blind and died many years ago . Some of his stories 
iiJer.e written in col laborati on with other writers in his twilight years, 
probably due to his failing vision . 

MICHAEL STORM has been menti oned in these pages before , yet the 
mantle of mystery still remains . Mr. Garrish once t ol d me that Michael 
and Duncan Ste rm were one and t he san,e. A ;;ell - known editor has 
remarked : "Mi_chael Stonn and Duncan Storm were alwa.vs a mystery . They 
were a cystery even unto themselves and rill probably remain a mystery . 11 
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Other correspo ndent s have written in similar vein, equal ly unenlighten
ing . Could it be t hat the auth or's full !lllllle was Michaol Duncan St onn 
and that his wife, vho is believed to have been an authoress , used t he 
nane of Duncan Stonn? (?Jul ia. J .P. ) 

Looking down a li st of all t he veil-known old-time croo k charac
ters who opposed Blake in the past, one comes across the name of t he 
Hindu arch-crim:.nal , Gunga Dass, and immediately thinks of t he man who 
cr ea ted him - H. GREGORY HILL. A wri t er who knocked about the world 
quite a bi t in his time, and knew India particularly well, very littl e 
in turn is known about the man himself. Even edi t ors who have publ ished 
much of his vork confe s s t o knowing nothing apart from his name. 

!'.any vil l agree t hat too much of BlaY.e l ore is "wrspt in mystery . " 
As, however, many unlik el y happenings have occurred in the past, it is 
not t oo much to hope that th e lllYstery of the Mal OF MYSTERY may yet i:.e 
solved in t he not- so-distant fu tur e t hrough the energeti c endea vours 
of those researchers t o whom t he name of Sexto n Bl ake has meant so much, 
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HAMILTONIANA 
Compiled by Herbert Leckenby 

Bunter in the "House" again ·. Cassandra of the "Daily Mirror" comment
ing on the r es ignation of Sir Edwa:rd Boyle from th e Government sai d: 

"Sir Ed.ware., known affectionately as 'Bunter' because of his 
striking physicw. similarity to that f lllilOus character .. .. 11 

Scee of these days we shall have to assemble all th ese references 
t o the mortal Creyfriars and St , Jim •s characters. They would make 
very interes ting and amusing reading. 

* * * * * 
And here's anoth er stri...'lci..ng coincidence . The reproduction of the 

Cem Christmas !lumber on the cover this aonth was photographed for the 
purpose by a friend of Eric Fayne•s , and Eric told me that the 1181lle of 
hi s friend and ol d boy of The Modem School, Surbiton, is actual ly 
~lertin Clifford. The Chris ti an 1181lle is pure coincidence having no 
connection wit h the Martin of Gem fame .-

Now hero 's Eric 's review of that famous Christz:ias story : 

THIS MONTH'S COVER 

By Eric Fayne 

One of th e most famous issues ever published of the Cem Libr e.r; 
is brought to r.ri.nd by the pictur e on the front of this month• s 
Collectors • Digest , The cover shown is of the Christaas Number for 
1913, dated 23rd Novecber , 1913. The il l ustrati on, by R.J, Macdonald, 
depicts a thrilling incident in the extra - l ong St . Jim's story , "THE 
MYSTERY OF THE Pil!ITED ROOM." This very fine tale was the forerunner 
of many yarns of kidnapping which Charl es llaoilton was to wri~e in 
l ater years , but its fascinating , eerie a"b:nosphere can seldoo, if ever, 
have been surpassed . It is indeed a Gem class i c , and the issue was 
the very first Gem tc have a cover _\)rinted in colours. 

This 52-page Christmas lfuraber (f or 2d.) was coaple t ed with "The 
Sho'lritl8l'l's Double, " a sto ry of Tomsonio's Circus , also by Charl es 
Hamilton (pro bably reprinted from "Pluck"), an instalment of the se ri al , 
"The Corinthian ," by Brian Kingston , and a dice-gaae cal l ed "THE RACE 
TO THE TUCKSHOP," designed by H.A. Hinton . Years l ater , readers ofte n 
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confused thi s gaoe vi th the title of a l-lagnet story ••• 
When "THE MYSTEl!Y OF THE PAINTED ROCM" was due to be reprinted in 

the Gee in the r:liddl&-thirties , ouch unskilful abrid8ing was being 

carried out on the old stories . To avoid the outi l.a tion of this 
Cl8Sterpiece , I suggested to the Edi tor thet the story should be pul>

lished in two issues, running f roo cover-to-c over. The suggestion was 

adopted , but to spin out the second pert, a sequence was written in 
by an inferior wri tar, who rather upset the ba18llce of th e st ory , 
though , gcnernlly speaking , it wss probably the lesser of two evils . 

* • * * * 
THE LAST MAGNET Cl!RIS'l'4.IS 

By Roger M. Jenkins 

"Dear 'iillisc" wrote r.r. Bunter in ~lagnct No. 1661, "l heve l:!llde 
arreJl80C)8nts for your Chrislz:as vacation which will, I think, be a 

very novel and beneficial experience for you. As your brother Sar.icy 

8lld your s ister Bessie rill be away, I heve oade this arrangctlent with 

a vie,r to you only. As i t seen.a unlikely thet you wil l heve any ti.Do 
to spare , I cay request your fom-Cl8Ste r to excuse you tho usual holi 

day task on this occasion . " 
Bunter was highly elated with this prospect, and indulged in 

visions of a succession of parties 8lld shows which would be made al:. 

the more delightful by t he absence of Sanml}' and Besaie . In the cea~
vhile he infomed Wharton thet he vasn 't abl e, after all, to give ~.iD 

any of his tke over the holidays, and vent off to Bunter Villa in 
high fettle. 

Unfortunately , Mr. Bunter's plans somehow failed to appeal to h:..'3 
son , for they concerned digging an acre of ground to grow vegetabl es 

as a war effort. Mr. Bunter kindly promised to mark out the exact 

aoount of land to be turned over each day: as he explainod , "ln wa..
time everyone crust expect to exert himself. All useless expendi tura 

must be cut dovn. Luxuries n:ust be dispensed with . " (Mr. Bunter 

paused t o select another cigar end light it,) "No self ish indulgence 

of any kind, llilliam !" he cont inued . "Spartan simpli city and hard 
vork must be the vatchvord." Only a hearty, if Ulltruthful, assurance 
that he promised to accept 'iherton ' s pressir.g invitation to visit 

Wharton Lod;!e enabled Bunter to escape the novel and beneficial 
experien ce his father bed planned for hio . 

Mr. Quelch had been kidnapped in !lo. 1660, but this fact was not 
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allowed to impinge upon the gaiety of the Christmas festivities at 
1iharton Lodge which were described in Nos. 1662 and 1663. The latte r 
nmnber did, however , see Bunter stumble upon Mr. Quelch's prison in a 
gloomy cell beneath the Moat House, and as a result he joinaihis fonn
oaster as a fe ll ow-pr isoner in tha t dreary place. In No. 1664 it 
became clear that they were not exact l y congenial compani ons: Mr . 
Quelc h became quit e cross when he looked rotmd for some food, only to 
find it all gone ("I - I think perhaps there ' s a cat about the place , 
sir 11), and he gre;, even more bad- tempered when Bunter remarked that 
the Remove wera get t in8 on wel l with their new master and were not at 
all anxious to sec Mr. Quel ch return . But the Remove master was a 
kind-hearted man, and he thoughtful l y set Bunter a Latin exercise to 
occupy his mind: he even produced his pocket edition of Eur i pi des 
(which had fortunately been on him when he was kidnapped) and offered 
to tell Bunter somet hing about that ce l ebra t ed Greek dramatist , but 
it seemed that Bunter ' s th oughts were wholly occupi ed in conjecture 
about the next supply of food , and llr . Quelch gave up the unequal 
st ruggle for Bunter's att ent ion . It may be added that , although 
Mr. Quel ch remained a prisoner for the whole of the Spring Tenn, 
Bunter was released in No. 1664. 

The early part of the war was a curious period , both in reality 
and within th e pages of the Magnet. Such rationing and restrictions 
which were then in forc e were more of a token than a neccssi ty , and 
though there was a black-out , there was no shortage of food. 
Consequent ly , th e 1939 Christmas saw littl e ch8n8') in th e celebra t ed 
t r adit i on of the Magnet . Harry Wharton & Co., were enjoying their 
thirty - second yuletide as members of the Remove , and it would have been 
a poignant moment for all readers had they known that Nos. 1662- 1664 
would constitute the l as t Christmas n\llllbers of the Magnet. To the 
collector who can pick and choos e , however, th ere io an added spice in 
having Nr. Quelch introduced in holiday time , whilst the ghosts , 
skating, and fancy - dress ball relllted in these three copies, together 
with the usual concomitant jokes and thrills all represent a sequence 
of tales of the usual high standard . The old paper assuredly had no 
occasion to feel ashamed of its final Christmas numbers , 

... * * * * 
SOWTION OF C. D. "'ffiEASURERS" No. 1 

The Treasure in this puzz l e was "St . JIM'S". The firs t correct 
solution ca1e fro m Clifford S.mit h , St .~ n-Sea, to whom a postal 
order for 5/ - has be __ e_n_s_en_t--'·- - - ----- - --------
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Gil5 OF MARTIN CLIFFORD 

(con t 'd} 

by George Sellars 

The second story in this great se ries narrates how the "Professor " 
contrives a cunning plot to disgrace Talbot at St. Jim's and forces him 
to return t o the gang. Meanwhile, Marie has promised "The Tof f" thst 
she will never allow her Father ' s orders make her break the lsw again . 
Talbot and r.arie hsd always been good friends and \llldoubtedly "T!,.e 
Taff ' s" influence hsd much to do with "The Litt l e Sister of t he Peer ' s" 
refomation. Marie warns Talbot thst her father is detemined to get 
him back as th e gang has fallen upon evil days since he l eft , and that 
"The Prof essor" wil l use force if necessary. That is exact l y what 
happens and Talbot is kidnapped by the "Professor" and his confederate 
"No bbl er,• and held a prisoner . Marie ' s father makes a final attGl!lpt 
to persuade "The Toff " to ::-eturn to his old life again, but fails t o 
do so . At St. Jim's, John Rivers in the night robs the Head' s safe, 
leavin8 evidence behind to prove beyond doubt thst Talbot is the guilty 
person. "The Toff" is allowed to escape from his prison easily enough 
now, for "The Professor 11 has made no mistake in his rascally cwming 
scheme to dishonour the lad and compel him to return to the gang . The 
reception he receives when he arrives at St . Jim's is worse than he 
ever dreamed of anticipating. The jlllliors hsd never seen Dr. HolJ., es 
look so angry . Almost stllllned by the torrent of bitter words t hst came 
from his Head Master, the unhappy lad turns blindly away; he was con
demed, adjudged , guilty , an outcast once more, and not one frienc. 
there to say a word for him. Tom Merry hurried after him in the dusky 
quad . "The Toff" had one loyal chUID at least in the whole School . 
11Talbot old chap, I trust you, I believe in you - always," said Tom 
as he gripped his chum •s hand. "Good- bye Tom, Believe in me, that 
will hel p me. Good- bye." The best pal a chap ever had and the out
cast walked sway into th e darlmess of the night. 

* * * * * 
THCSE EARLY GOO: SOME STRAY THOUGHTS 

by E.V. Copeman 

PART 1: :z!. SERIES (1907/00) 

THIS is by no means intended to be an exhaustive survey of the 
Charles llllllilton Stories in the early GOO. Rat her is it meant t o be 
lust a coll ec tion of random jottings, odd thought s that come to m;y 
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mind as i thl.l!lb thro ugh some of th ese 11vintage" i ssues. 

'.'he old est Gm I have been privileeed to see is No. 25, dated 

31/ a/ 19r:n, The St . Jim's s t ory , which beginll on the front cover , is 

called TOH l!Eru!Y'S CAMP and it start s with th ese words : "St . Jim' s 

was in a state of excitea:ent . The vhole school vas in a buzz of dis 

cussio n fro m end to end. . • • Only one topic had interest f or t he boys 

of St . Jim ' s - junior and seniors, School House end New House alike . .. 

Tom 1".erry had been expell ed ! Tom Kerry , tho hero of t he Shell, tho 

most pcpular boy in the Schoel House at St. Jim's and the formidable 

rival of Figgins and Co., of th e Hew House, had stood that day befor e 

the Head in the crowdod Ball, and l is t ened to the sen tenc e of 

expul s i on. • Quite a s tart , vasn •t i t ? Just a sligh t indication of 

the good things to come - good ttunas that have sprea d now over half 

a century because of the genius of Hamilton , (This s tory, incidentally, 

lik e J:l8llY anothe r, vas rep rint ed many years l ater in Gffi No. 1277, 

where it was combined with it s forerunner , No. 24. ) 
The sul>-titl e of the GEil in tho se early days was "A COMPLETE 

STORY FOR E'm!YOIIE, AJID EVERY STORY A GEM, " and I '11 wager the readers 

agreed vi th that sl ogan ! 
The first illustration to TOM MERRY •s CAMP shows a number of 

juniors and eas ily recogni3abl o among them is Arthur Augustus D' Arey; 

Gussy in a stra w hat , high collar, dark coe.t, fancy waistcoat and 

str iped trouser• - no Etons, but vi th the f amous monocl e well in evi 

dence ! I don • t knov the artist ; Herbert Lockenby can no doubt put 

me ri&ht , 
On the front pogo of the next i ssue (!lo. 30: A RmULAR RASCAL) 

i s a ske tch of the Terribl e Three "brok e t o th e wido. " Manners and 

Lovther , more or le ss ir. the background, are wearing bl azers , but Tom 

Herry himself has an Eton jack e t and l ocks remarkably like C.H. Cha~ 

man's early dra wings of Harry 1/harton ! But as thi s was published on 

5/ 10/ 1 '¥YI, th e artist can scarcely be accused of "borro wing" Wharton• s 

fac e , for the Ceptsin of the Greyfriers' Re110ve hadn't yet appeared in 

prin t ! 
In many of t he 1 '¥Y/ and 1908 GEMl th ere i s a small adverti sement 

which resds : "R>LLY GRWI IS Iii THIS IIEEK'S GilUS ' .mmm, FlUCE ONE 

FENIIY. " Bosid e the words is a picture of an old - fashioned girl vi th 

a t eITif ic mop of hair. I 'm wonderin8 who aho vas . 

Tho serial seems to have been given littl o space (often not more 

than ono peg,,) though always there was a picture at th e t op. STCRKPOiliT 

by Maurice Morriman featured Rex Allingham, JiJ:l Fish er and Bob Bouncer, 

~~ of Stonopoint Coll ege . I wonder if Maurice Merriman 
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realised then that the other school stories appearing in those same 
issues .:ere destined. to well and truly outlive their generati on? 

In No, 36 (16/11/1907) there coII1Dences a new se rial, TmHST 
llEADLAlID, It is described as "the only new and original schoo l tale" 
written by S . Clarke Hook. One of the characters in this yarn is a 
black boy, which, when you recall that S, Clarke Hook was the creator 
of Jack, Sam and Pete , isn't really surprising , What k surprising , 
however, is that the black bey should have been given the nickname of 
"Snowy White Adonis Venus11? 11A most appropriate name,u one of the 
other boys declares, m«e wanted one that would give some impression of 
the kid ' s natural beauties." And the black boy (who apparently has 
l ost his memory after nearly drowning during a stonn off the headland) 
has no objections, His verdict is: "Sounds mighty fine name dat," In 
that same issue, the St , Jim's tale was D'ARCY'S ROMANCE (reprin ted in 
No. 124 7 as LOVELORN GmSY) , 

TOM MERRY'S CHRISTMAS (23/ 11/ 1907) was double-length, The first 
picture shows a snow fight (how many snow fights over the years in 
Hamil ton stories?) , And there i s a picture of Miss Priscilla Fawcett 
at tho beginning of Chapter 10; her face under th e l ong curls l ooks 
angular and stem and very mannish, yet the caption reads: "The kind 
ol d face of Miss Priscilla beamed upon Tom Merry and Co. from the easy 
chair, showing that she was as happy and pleased as anybody ." The 
dancing jun i ors in the ballroom, and th eir partners with their trailing 
skirts , look festive enouati, but tho one j\ll'lior whose partner is not 
included in t he picture looks extremely funny as, to all intents an<i 
purposes, he cavorts round the floor entirely on his own! T,I!ff!lT 
HEADLAND, by the W8/f (at least, for its earlier instalments) seems to 
have been allowed more space than Ilerri.man's story . In this same 
issue there is an advertiseme nt regarding Part 4 of the HAR!ffllORTH 
HISTORY OF THE IIORLD, then being published fortnightly , "Well worth 
its published price of sevenpence per fortnightly part -- on_e halfpenny 
per day!" . 

Ferrers Locke is f eatured in No, 40 in a story called STONY BROKE, 
Thero i s a good little sketch above the beginning of Chapter 8 which 
shows something of the meanness of Mellish, In many later ( and possibly 
far better) il l ustrations, Mellish was not so precisely defined but in 
t his picture he is an obvious littl e rat. 

And, to me, it was quite a thrill to see the simple drawing which 
showed me for the first time (on Page 1 of No. 42 dated 'ZfJ/12/1907) 
FIGGINS' FIG FUDDlllG, one of the early "classics , "(cont. on page 346) 



OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 

LO!IDOO IIESTING1 18th llovember1 1956 . 

Dospi t o the absence of Chaiman Len through il ln oss and Ben ( Hon. 

Sec . ) who had duties elsewhere , a very informal and cosy meeting was 

held at hosts Roger JenkinB 1 and I&vid Harrison 's sanctu:o at 

Kensington . Roeer took t he chair and welcomed newcomer Tony Riley 

after expressing regret at the above offi cers' absence . 

Bob llhi t er then read iter.s of interest frOC1 the co1Tespondence , 

fo ll owing with the Treasure r• e report which together wit h the minutes 

of t he previous meeting were duly si&ned and adopt ed. Roger ' s ento r

tainin8 l e tt e r quiz ves won by Bob llh1 ter with leurie Sut ton coming 

second and Bill Loft s a good third. Lib rar ians gsvo thei r r eport s and 

th e dat e ond venue of th e Christmas meeting wore fixed for 16th 

Dcc..,ber at Cherry Place , Wood Green . 
Discussions were then held re the programe for this event . Mec

bers were next treat ed to a jo ll y good fi lm show by Devid HalTison 

fo ll owed by Alan Stewart• s colo ur ed slides taken on his recent world 

cruise. Necorics were awakened of various ""8net se ri es and Fang 11ang 

when scones of Sing;opore and Hong Kong were shown, not to menti on tho 

South American se ri es when Madiera and Rio ClllDO in t o view, 

Tbank you Roger, Dllvid and Alan f or a thoroughly enjoyable 

mooting . BOB liHITER. 

* * * * * 
NORTHrnN SEX:TION MEE'l'IllG. 10 th 1;ovember1 1956 

York was won repr esen ted with Stanle y Smith , Miss Margaret 

Jackson , Jack :iood and myself forming a quart ett e in an excelle nt 

attendance . 
It was "Discussion Night" with el even subjects up for debat e and 

my word how we debat ed . However, t hanks to the able ruling of chairman 

Stanley Smith , th e cut t ing short of refreshmen t time and by carrying 

on until we had just time to catch our trains , we got tiroUBh and with

out l osing our t empers, 
The subj ects , nic oly variod and se t by Gerry Allison, included 

" ls t here too much Bunter? ", "llhat do you think of the new Sexton 

Blake Libraries? ", "llh1ch characte r did you most di slike a t St. J im ' s , 

Greyfriars and Rookwood?", "Should one bind one ' s coll ec ti on?" end 



"llnve you B11¥ suggestions for improving th o C.D. ?" 

Rather surprisingly, perhaps , the c>ajority thought there vas too 

much Bunter . /13 for the dislikes , Trimble was an easy first for St . 

Jim' s , vi th Price and Lat trey l eading f or t he other schools . 

Regarding the C.D., Stanley made an interesting suggestion, that 

we have a Question and Arur,cr column on th e lines of the late John 0 1 

London's. I am all for it, so it's up to you. 
G11TY made a roquest that tho C.D. be published once a fortnight, 

no doubt knowing th e answer before it was given - that though t ho com

pliment was appreci a ted, its &litor must decl in e tho1J8h the spirit was 

willing. 
Yes, it was a very li vely evening . We must have another Discussion 

Night soon, Gerry. The big advant88') is that everyone can join in . 

8th December - the Christmas Party . It was doci ded not t o go to a 

restaurant this yoar , instead st:88') the proceedinge at the Club Room at 

5 p.m. prompt. A bumper att endance is hoped f or . 
HIBBERT LEX:mlBY, Northom Section 

.. .. .. .. .. Correspondmt • 

MIDLAND BRANC!l MEETING. 29t h October . 1956. 

Vo were glad t o see a marked improvement in the attendance end 

th:inp would have l ooked normal except for the absence of our respected 

"Headmaster " Mr. J ack Ingram whose duties woul d curtail his att endance 

till the ;;.,... Year. This caused much regret which was tempered vi th t ho 

fa.t that the New Year was not so far off, and Jae.le would be with us 

ae,un. 
Afte r fol'l>al business which consist ed mainly of arran;iements for 

the '.lSual Christ::ias party , reference to meet ings of the Comm:i. ttee, we 

concerned ourse l ves with the library which i s arousing much interest 

emongst tho member:,. Miss Russell had quite a few i tec,s of interest 

for loan and a few members promised further sddi tions . These items 

wero , I sra glad to say , not only confined to Hamiltonia and a good sign 

that our spher e of old boys' books is to be widened. There were a few 

books for sal e and e:,ongst them a ;.i . Gee which vas finally raffi.ed 

instead of being sold . Though this was won by Roy Bennett he pra:,ptly 

put i t up for sale and it was bought by Geor ge Chatham at a price which 

vould have petrified the usual "dealers . " 
The msin program:,e was by Tom Port er, the first of a two meet~ 

item , Tom t old us this story in his own words with only the minimum 

of reference to the tex t, of a di scovery by "Pon11 of Highcli ff e of a 
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secr et pas9Q80 fI'Ol!I the Friar' s Oak to tho Remove boxroom. The use 

made of this for raids, dramatic midnight alanns, furthe r funny antics 

by llunter all made up a ya:rn which , as Tom said , had a bit of eve ry

t hing in it . We are all waiting for the seq uel nerl mont h . This great 

item was f ollowed by a quiz set by th e writer which was eventually won 

by Tan Port er . il t ogethe r a very enjoyable and int eres t in8 meeting , 
11.H. BRCSTER, 

* • • * * Secreto.r., . 

MERSEYSIDE SEX:TION - SU!lDAY, 11th llovember 

The llovember i::eetin8 vas opened , as usual , by the r eadi11& of t he 

October cinutes by th e Secretary, follow ed by Don Webste r giving th e 

financial s tata of t ho branc h. It was with great pleasure that we 

hoard there was a stro11& possibility of Frank Unwin being wi th us again 

in tho new yoar . The club sends Frank it s bes t wishes and hopes to 

see ill.!!I soon . Considerable purchas es of new books were announced and 

the Library table was covered by more sories th3n have been soon for 

a lon,; tim e . Our t hanks t o Don for some now Greyfriars st ori es . Aft er 

tho cl a tt er of busines s had died down l eaving Bill Horton wit h a 

pocketful of s ilv er , the qui z , presen ted by the vrit or , was then 

tac kled, 
Departin8 from th o conventio nal idea the Secretary pre sented a 

str aigh t-forw ard ques ti on and answer compcti t i on covori ll8 every a11&1e 

of interest to l overs of Old Boys • Books. Questions r aJ180<i fran the 

collapse of a.any books in May 1940 to the names of artists who illus 

trated our fovourit o schools. The competition was nobly won by Don 

Webst er (sh ewing the advant age of an all - round lmowlodgc of old boys' 

boolcs), with Geor ge Riley second and Jim Walsh third , Two of Victor 

Gunn's novel s were presented as prizes . 
Jack !'.organ was kind enough to show us a copy of a new ""'811Zin• 

called "Pluck," which, judging by the cover, is t he neares t approach 

yet to a pre- war boys ' book. lli t hout closo inve stiga tion, the inn er 

conten t s l ook as th oueh they l eave a lot to be desire d , 

After t ea , a di scuss ion was opened by the Chairman on t he vari ous 

artists who illustrated boys ' books . It was agreed by all that the 

ill ustrations in the present-day comics and boys • books were very 

inferio r t o those we knew thirty or forty years ago , 

The final item before dispersing was t he Decanber quiz. Among 

othor s~stions was one t hat we should all think up the greatest 
anomaly lor impossibility) thnt we had road in an old boys ' book, 
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These would t hen be vot ed on and discussod a t t he December meet ing . 

Next meeting : Sunday, 9th December, 7 p.m. sharp . 
NO!lNAN PRAGNELL, Secretary , 

Merseyside Branch. 

UIIIH I UI U IUI . IU II HIII IIIII II IIIIIIIIUlll l • I IIII H I UI I I UI IIIII II. 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD 

328 Stockton Lone, York. 

* * * * * * * * 
As this is my last column of 1956, J118Y I take t he velcomaopportu,,.. 

i ty of wishing all my readers t he merries t of Christmases and the 

happi es t of times in 1957 , At t he s ame time , I want t o t hank all my 

correspondents for all their co-operation during t he past year; I hope 

sincerely that they , and others , vill be equally co-operative in the 

future. 
And now to this mont h ' s article . I find i t dif fi cult to decide 

vhat to drawn from the great storehouse of Leeana on this occasion fo r 

there is so much tha t might be wri tt en . Brooke, however, was always 

top i cal , snd hie s t ori es of St , Frank' s could usual l y be linked with 

the curron t newspaper headlines . Therefore , I think I ought to sey 

sonething about a Christmas series . But which? 
After some though t , I decided i t might be topical in more senses 

than one to r ecall the famous ser ies in which St. Frank's went Communist 

for a short period . The se r ies began during the last week of November, 

1921, and wousd up in February , 1922, and was a series vhich found St. 

Frank ' s in a ferment over the Christmas period with t he juniors at 

l oggerheads over the merits of a drugged headmaster , Dr . >!alcolm Stafford , 

and Mr. Hugh Trenton, a trai t orous , schecing science master . 

Trenton vas the head of a gang which vas striving to inculcate the 

doctrines of t heir very extreme brand of Communism in the schools of 

this country . Schools in th e North and the Midlands readily swall.owed 

their :rom ideas , and so important was St . Frank ' s regarded in their 

plans that Tren t on himself ca:,e dOV!l t o Sussex where his suave charm 

rapidly >ron t he confidence of the boys of St . Frank ' s and paved the way 

for discrediting the Head. 
Thanks to the application of his newly-discovered drug, ZAXZOL, 



Trenton caused Dr. Stafford to lose the confi dence of his schoolboys , 
and his post as headmaster. Trenton was promoted and thanks t o a 
messaae apparently from the !lead but in reality written as a joke by 
Reggie Pitt , the school adopted Comunist schEl!les of activity . 

How well Brooks foreshadowed an era so familiar to many of us. 
Til:lothy Tucker, as the ColllDUl'list ideal i st , was well to the fore in 
the s t ori es , but i t was t he bullies and the less notable "types" who 
ooon took OOlllll8Dd and dominat ed the life of the school. It vas 
Kenmore, Grayson, Armstrong and the lik e , who applied t he rul e of 
force and brutality, and made for an imusually adult se ries. 

Trenton, · of course , f ai l ed to take into accowit the activities 
of Hel son Loe, th e flllllOUS housemaster--<!etective . Thanks to Loe and 
t he staunch bond of Loyalists , the fever of Coomunism was allowed to 
run itself out against the solid collJIIOnsense of t he Bri tis b public 
schoo l boy. Naturally, Trenton had to be exposed , end this was done 
in a highly dramatic chapter handled with all Brooks •s brilliant 
comand of actio n and characterisation . Yot pla usibil ity vas never 
lo s t in a et rong serios. 

And now to something eminently sui t cd to the seas on of abundant 
food and drink, colourful decorations , parties end for a comfortable 
chair in fron t of a roaring fire - a short quiz. There sre no 
prizes but, I hope, pl enty of amusement. Ansvers next mcntb. ill th e 
quest ions aro connoctod with Nel son Leo and , mainly , within the St . 
Fr llllk' s stories . 

1. Who created Nelson Lee and Nipper? 
2 . What was t ho titl o of the first Nelso n Lee story , and when and 

where did i t appoar? 
3. Who was Lee'• other ward, end which school did he and Nipper 

attend together? 
4. \/bat vas t he titl e of t he first Nelson Lee serial? 
5. When, bow and why did Nelson Lee and Nipper coco to St. Frank ' s? 
6. Who was Lee ' s predecessor as housemaster? Of whllt House? 
7, Whom did Nipper supplant as captain of the Remove? 
8. llbat were the titl es of the first Nelson Lee IJ.brnry and th e 

firs t St , Frnnk's story? 
9, What were the House colours when Nipper arrived ? 
10. What wore they s t t he end of th o St. Frank ' s 988"? 
11. Under vhat names were the following bet t er !mown? Clnronco 

Augustus Jerome llarchant; llubert Alaric Cavendish ; Richard 
Rossit er; Spencer Fitzh1J8h Cnmbrid8'). 



12. llho was Lee ' s greates t criminal opponent and for a time Head of 
St . Frank ' s? 

13 . Who were t he Housemasters at St . Frank ' s and which were married? 
14. Who was the l'.e,!ician of St. Frank's? 
15. llho were: The Serpent; The Rot ter? 
16. rlho.t was Mr. Suncliffe ' s ruling passion? Mr. Paget t•s? 
17. Which fifth fonner died? 
18 . Which Removit e's f ath er was a noted Secret Service aeen t ? 
19. Who was the la st Head of St. Frank ' s? 
20. How man,y St. Frank ' s boys have s isters at Moor View? 
21 • Who was Lee's lady assistant? 
22. Who was th e Bootboy Baronet? 
23. \Iha was th e Rancher Earl ? 
24 , Which St, Frank ' s juniors have played profess i onal football? 
25. ilho was the vege tarian Housemaster ? 

Good Hunting ! Full i.arks mean you are an ardent Leeite. Fewer 
than half marks, you 've been missing a lot of good reading ! ...................................................................... 
SALE OR EXCHANGE for "llagnets " and "Gems" 11 vol s, "War of the Nations , " 
6 vols . "Popular History of the Great War. " 
B. KORLEY, 4 DANESTHORPE VALE, SHERWOOD, NO'l'l'INGHAM. 

~: Knockout Comics, Nos. 1-000 ; IIBny U.J, •s; S.B.L. •s (1st, 
2r>1 and 3rd Series) ; Detective Weekly and all other papers which 
contain Sexton Blak e stories (Penny Populars et c. ) , Have you BI1Y to 
offer? Highes t pric es psid, · 
VICTOR COLBY, 8BER:ESFORD AVENUE, BEVERLY HILIB, N.s.w., AIBTRALIA. 

GIVE YOURSELF A CHRIS'D4AS PRESEJiT ! Have that favo ur ite se ri es care
fully and inexpensive l y bound. References availab l e. 
L.F . ASHLEY, 23 MOUNTJOY, BRIDPORT, DORSET. 

F O R T H E L A S T T I M E, 

H A V E Y O U 

ORDERED YOUR ANNUAL YET? 
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THOOE EARLY GEMS (SOME STRAY THOUGlll'S) cont 'd from p . 339 

In No, 43 (TOM MERRY'S DOUBLE: 4/1/ 1900) there is an interesti.n;>; 
advertisement for a new book; its ll8Jll0: TOM MERRY'S CONQUEST, which 
was 110. 38 of THE BOYS' FRIDID 3d. LIBRARY. On the cover of this BFL 
( though completely unrecognisable from modem standards) is a close-up 
of the Terrible Three. 

Ferrers Locke i s again to the fore in No. 45 (FIGGillS &: CO. •s 
FAIWRE - 18/1/1 900) . 

Rather a strange featiµ- e about this little bat ch of first series 
black and whit e GE:i'S is that in No. 46 appears th e fo ll owing notic e : 
"NOT NEXT WEEK, NOT THE WEEK AFTER - BUT THE liEEK AFTER THAT! ! l THE 
GEM LIBRARY WILL BE E!ILARGED TO ld . " (This ties up with Len Packman's 
arti cl e , "THE GU.! REH!INTS" in C.D. Annual , 1949 , where he lists Nos. 
1 to 48 as t he 11{-.a.. Series "). Yet every copy of these early issues 
beside me es I type this is printed "EVIBY T!IURSDAY - ONE PEllNY. " 
Clos e inspection shows that the printed word "HALF" might have been in 
front of "ffll liY'' on t he or iginal block but it hes been completely 
blanked out, leavillg a gap . Can anyone throw any light on this? Were 
these early GOO 1d. in Australia and !d. in England? No. 48 (THE PETS 
OF ST. JIM'S - s/2/ 1900) shows no price at al l! 

PART 2 (1908/19 10) 

PASSING over to the second series of the GEM I 1d l ike to make cooments 
on just a few of the early blue cover issues. I haven ' t seen nearly 
as many of these early stories as I would 1.L1<:e but I ' m stil l hopi.n;>;! 

\Ii th the advent of the blue covers , certain changes were made. The 
cover becaoe a genuine cover with a. full - size pi cture , the s t ory itself 
cO!IJ!llencing in s ide, (A thought occurs to lJl9 now tha t perhaps the ~ . 
G™3 I have been looking through have at one time or another had th eir 
outside covers removed, though I don ' t think so . There again I woul d 
wel come infomation . And whereas in the early series cost of the tal es 
inc:luded the caption: "A TALE OF TOM MERRY' S SCHOOLDAYS" under th e 
story title , this was dropped after No. 48 and the numbering re comenced 
from lio. 1 to har.nonise with the MAGNET. In the early copies of this 
second series , however, th e phrase : "COMPLETE STORIES FOR EVERYONE, AND 
E'IERY STORY A GD!" was st ill in evidence . 

Worthy of a special lJIOntion is one of the early serials. It was 
lllilTAili INVADED, "a powerful and stirring war story" dealing with the 
Gennan Invasion of Britain (fo r tunately not frophetic), The autho r 

(cont'd on back page) 



"l!AGIU!lr" DUPLIC!'ml "GD!'' DUPLICATES 

434, 453, 455, 459, 462, 463, 475, 369, 372, 374, 380-381-382, 
491, 492, 497---- - 1097-109S-1099 (KINT) 
501, 5Cf7, 500, 510, 511, 516, 518, 

_11~110 11 11~1Q1~MINT~ 
521, 525, 528, 536, 541, 542, 543, 
547, 548, 554, 559, 560, 586, 5f!7, SOL (GREmUARS) 

590, 592, 599 153 (l!!IIIT), 277- 200, 285, 388, 

609, 612, 649 167- 169 -- SOL (ST. FRANK'S)-354-357 
1041, 1085, 

1114, 1183, HEmON LEE - YEAR 1917 - 1924 

1224, 1264, 1267, 1277, 1285-1286-
(ALL l!INT) 

1287-1~ 1289-1290, 1292- 1293- 102, 106, 109, 127 

1294-1295, 4l11, 44 5, 446, 448-449-450-451-452 

1307, 1326, 1327, 1328, 1349-1350- -453-454-455, 457, 459-460-461-462 

1351, 1355-1356, 1358, 1360-1361- -463, 47~71-47 2, 474-475-476-477 

1362-136}-1364-1365-1366-1367- 1368 -478, 482-483-484, 486-487-488-489 
-1369-1370-1371- 1372- 137}-1374- -490-491 , 494 
1375-137~ 1'377-1378-137'}-138()-1381 502, 504, 510-511-512- 51}-514 , 516 
-1 382 -- 518, 520, 531, 533, 538, 540-541, 

1453-1454-1455, 1457-14%-1459- 5~1. 560 
1460, 1479-1~ 1481- 1482- 148}- HOLIDAY AJIIIUAl.'l 
1484-1485-1486-1487-1488-1489-1490 
1494, 1497-1498 1921, 1925; 1926, 1927, 1928, 1930 

1507, 1513, 151~ 1517-151~ 1519, 
1931, 1932, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937 

1522-152}-1524-1525, 1528-1529-
19)8, 19'9, 1940, 1941. --

1530, 1535, 1537, 1543, 15~1559, THE AB)VE DUPLICAm! IN EXCELL00 

1573-1574-1575-157~ 1577-157~ 1579 OR l!lliT CONDITION Fa! EXCHANGE, 

- 1500-1581-1582, 1~15(!7 - 1~ -------- -
1589-15~ 1591- 1592- 159}-1594-1595 ~: llANIEL O '!IERLIIIY, 

- 15~1597- 1598 
17220 GRESIWI ST• , 
NORTHR.IlXlE, 

1609-1610-1611- 1612- 161 }-1614, CALIFORNIA, U.S .A. 

162~1627-162~1629, 1637-1638, • * * 1640-1641- 1642, 1645-16~1647, •• 
1660-1661-1662-166}-1664, 1672, * 167~ 1679, 1683 



of this serial vas not D8lll9d, but obviously it is a reprint of the 
story of the ssme name vhich ran in the BOYS' FRiffiD in 1906 ~ vas 
therefore vritten by John 'l'regellis. It featured Captain Sam Villiers 
of the Greyfriars School Cadet Corpe ( though this vas not the Greyf riars 
vhi ch was then beginning to make history in ·~e !!!GIIET). 

In GEM No. 49, dated 16/ l / 1ry;y;, .the St . Jim 's story, TOM IIERRY Ill 
TJlE ROCKIIB, was illustrated by H.K. Levis. Lewis vas later associated 
with Hamil ton stories in te SCHOOLBOYS• OWN LIBRARY and did the 
pictures for quite a fev the Rookwood and St. Kit's yarns . In this 
early GEM, h:nrever, his vo strikes me as being particularly good , 
with clear bold outline and good shading . The front cover depicts Gussy 
meeting an Indian Chief and inside ere more pictures particularly of 
Gussy and Skimpole emong the Redskins . "Dear me!" says Sldmpcle in the 
large picture on Page 3, "It is annoying to be captured like this! Yet 
I am glad it has occurred. This is certainly wild life in the Rockies!" 
And on Page 11 the way Lewis shows Sldmpcle interviewing The l!awk ( the 
Blackfoot chief) is really grand. "Pray excuse me,• says SkiJ;lpcle, 
blinlcing at the Indian through his big spectacles , "I should like to 
have a fev details if possible. I am writing a book of travels and I 
should like to put in some Indian manners and customs." Sldmpole is 
shown solemnly standing hopefully with notebook and pencil waiting for 
the Redskin Chief to speak. Going over t o the story itself, l!emilton •s 
description of this intemew is particularly good. Skimpcle, rather 
to the fadian's surprise, addresses him as "Mist er Hawk." The Hawk 
says, "The red chief understands . The young white brave with the four 
eyes wishes to spread bis f81118 to the 11bite people vho dwell in wigwams 
of stone far beyond the big sea 11ater •• • Be 11ould bear t he red chief 
recount some of his great deeds on the warpath and on the trail of the 
bear and the biaon." Skimpcle says, "Emctly . Do you go on the war
path now?" The Hawk replies: "It is 1IWlY moons since the Hawk has 
raised the scalps of his enemies." Skimpcle shudders but is still keen 
enOUgh to ask: "Have you any scalps about you at the present moment -
besides your own, I mean, of course?" The Indian says "The Hawk does 
not carry the trophies of var on the trail of peace but the Hawk will 
tell the story of his fighting." Sldmpole list ens avidly and the 
Illdisn i s so carried away that he begins giving violently practical 
demonstrations and Tan Merry & Co. ere cslled upon to rescue Skimpcle 
before things go too far. It is all very well done. (To be continued) 
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